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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall  during  the  year  1961. 

Whilst  the  staffing  position  in  every  section  was  maintained,  at 
least  at  the  level  of  last  year,  we  are  becoming  relatively  further 
understaffed  by  reason  of  the  increasing  volume  of  work  falling  on 
the  department.  This  is  conspicuous  in  the  case  of  midwifery,  largely 
on  account  of  the  early  discharge  from  hospital  of  mothers  after 
confinement,  and  there  is  every  likelihood  therefore  that  we  shall  be 
seeking  an  increase  in  the  establishment  of  midwives,  preferably  in 
the  form  of  full-time  midwives,  but  failing  this  by  engaging  part-time 
midwives. 

There  is  little  change  in  any  of  our  vital  statistics  as  compared 
with  last  year  and  Walsall  rates  follow  closely  those  of  England  and 
Wales. 

An  interesting  index  of  the  level  of  child  welfare  secured  by  the 
midwives  and  health  visitors  is  to  be  seen  in  the  infant  mortality 
rates  for  illegitimate  infants  which  is  shown  in  the  table  of  vital 
statistics  as  marginally  better  than  that  for  legitimate  infants,  although 
both  rates  come  close  to  the  National  level  for  legitimate  infant 
deaths. 


Co-operation  with  other  branches  of  the  Health  Service  goes  on 
smoothly  and  to  an  increasing  extent,  notably  with  regard  to  infant 
welfare  and  care  of  elderly  persons.  Family  case  work  is  going  on 
vigourously  and  there  is  every  indication  that  this  is  a  section  of  the 
department  likely  to  extend  in  the  near  future  as  the  case  load  is 
steadily  increasing. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committet 
and  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  efforts  during  the 

year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  ROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

Health  Department, 

Council  House, 

Walsall. 

Telephone  No.  21244. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1961 


sArea  in  Acres 

t Humber  of  Structurally  Separate  Dwellings 
(At  Census  1951) 

'population  1961  (estimated) 

i  Stateable  Value  (1/4/61) 

ium  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1961/62) 


8,777 


31,380 

...  118,610 
...£1,392,237 
£5,700 


MLive  Births:  — 

Number  (M.  1,149,  F.  1,121)  . 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

do.  (standardised) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

[Stillbirths:  — 

Number  (M.,  19  F.,  15) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  (M.  1,168  F.  1,136) 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  (M.,  33  F.,  18) 

I  Infant  Mortality  Rates :  — 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 


2,270 

19.14 

18.18 

5.95 

34 

14.76 


2,304 


51 

22.47 

22.48 

22.22 


jNeo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.42 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.45 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  26.04 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) :  — 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Deaths :  — • 

Number  (M.,  713  F.,  625)  .  1,338 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.28 

do.  (standardised)  ...  ...  13.76 
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SECTION  A. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  upward  trend  of  the  population  of  Walsall  over  the  last  five 
years  is  shown  below :  — 

1957  114,800 

1958  115,000 

1959  115,100 

1960  115,390 

1961  118,610 

The  noticeable  increase  in  population  of  over  3,000  in  1961  is, 
of  course,  in  view  of  information  obtained  at  the  1961  Census. 

Live  and  Still-births 

The  number  of  live  births  in  the  Borough  during  1961  increased 
by  7  as  compared  with  1960,  although  the  rate  decreased  by  0.47 
per  thousand  due  to  an  increased  population.  The  birth  rate  of 
19.14  per  thousand  population  compares  with  17.4  for  England  and 
Wales.  34  still-births  occurred  to  Walsall  women,  giving  a  rate  per 
thousand  live  and  still-births  of  14.76,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  18.7. 

Deaths 

There  were  1,338  deaths  of  Walsall  residents  during  1961,  giving: 
a  death  rate  of  11.28  per  thousand  population,  as  compared  with 
10.49  in  1960.  Following  the  normal  pattern,  heart  disease  was  the 
principal  cause  of  death,  over  one  quarter  of  the  total  deaths  being;; 
due  to  this  cause.  251  persons  died  from  cancer  during  the  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.0. 

Infant  Deaths 

Two  more  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1961  than 
in  1960,  giving  a  rate  of  22.47  per  thousand  live  births,  as  compared 
with  21.65.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4 

It  gives  cause  for  satisfaction  again  to  be  able  to  report  on  ai: 
low  infant  death  rate — slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  nevertheless; 
still  comparing  favourably  with  the  national  rate. 

The  infant  mortality  table  on  page  8  shows  all  the  major  causes 
of  death  amongst  infants  under  one  year,  of  which  congenital 
malformations  accounted  for  more  than  27  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
Over  23  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity.  It  can  only 
be  stressed  as  has  been  done  so  often  in  the  past  that  we  must  insist' 
on  the  highest  standard  of  ante-natal  care  which  must  be  the  aim  of  : 
all  the  services  dealing  with  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother.  The 
following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  infant  deaths  and  rates  peri 
thousand  live  births  over  the  last  twenty  years :  — 

Number  of  infant  Rate  per  thousand 
deaths  live  births 

1942  ...  105  ...  52.32 

1943  ...  125  ...  58.30 
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1944 

131 

60.17 

1945 

116 

57.28 

1946 

105 

43.48 

1947 

127 

50.14 

1948 

99 

42.76 

1949 

123 

55.63 

1950 

59 

28.64 

1951 

75 

37.18 

1952 

75 

36.50 

1953 

84 

40.82 

1954 

60 

30.77 

1955 

65 

34.14 

1956 

54 

27.04 

1957 

53 

26.57 

1958 

58 

27.31 

1959 

65 

34.17 

1960 

49 

21.65 

1961 

51 

Maternal  Deaths 

22.47 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  during  the  year. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.33  per  1,000  live  and  still 
births. 


Coroner’s  Inquests 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  to  the  Coroner  during  the  year 
was  303  (214  males  and  89  females). 

Deaths  investigated  by  the  Coroner  but  no  inquest  held  155 
Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner  ...  295 


Verdicts  Returned  at  Inquests:  — 


Death  by  Murder  . 

M. 

F. 

Death  by  Suicide 

10 

5 

Death  by  Manslaughter 

. . .  — 

— 

Death  by  Self-induced  Abortion 

. . .  — 

— 

Death  by  Neglect 

. . .  — 

— - 

Death  by  want  of  Attention  at  Birth 

. . .  — 

— . 

Death  by  Want,  Exposure, etc. 

. . .  — 

— - 

Death  by  Accident  or  Misadventure  ... 

45 

22 

Death  from  Natural  Causes 

22 

2 

Death  from  Industrial  diseases 

28 

— 

Stillborn 

•  .  .  - 

— 

Open  Verdicts  ... 

2 

1 

*107  30 

9  inquests  adjourned  and  not  resumed. 

8  deaths  reported  during  the  year  will  be  dealt  with  in  1962 
verdicts. 

*  Includes  verdicts  on  6  deaths  reported  in  1960. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH  1961 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  age 
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Nett  Births  in  the  Year  —  Legitimate,  2135  ;  Illegitimate,  135. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  48  ;  Illegitimate  Infants, 
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SECTION  B. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

99  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  161  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles 

3,422  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  compared  with  last  year’s 
figure  of  49.  One  death  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Whooping  Cough 

42  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  compared  with  229. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

149  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  87.  There  were  92 
;  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  16  as  compared 
with  1960.  Influenza  accounted  for  49  deaths  as  compared  with  5 
in  the  previous  year. 

Dysentery 

24  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  as  compared  with  41  during 

1960. 

Food  Poisoning 

40  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  3  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during 
he  year.  After  treatment  the  vision  was  unimpaired  and  the  infants 
made  a  good  recovery. 


Other  Diseases 

5  cases  of  Erysipelas,  4  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  2  of  Paratyphoid 
7ever  and  2  of  Meningococcal  Infection  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  J.  N.  Macartney, 
l  Chest  Physician  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board,  who 
s  in  charge  of  the  Walsall  Chest  Clinic,  which  deals  with  cases  of 
uberculosis.  Dr.  Macartney  is  also  responsible  to  the  Walsall  Council 
a  all  matters  relating  to  environmental  conditions  of  tuberculosis 
i.ases  in  the  borough.  The  report  deals  with  this  aspect  of  his  work 
nly . 
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“Death  rates  per  1,000  population,  with  comparative  figures  for 
England  and  Wales:  — 

Walsall — 

1960  1961 

0.052  0.152 

—  0.017 

0.068  0.065 

0.007  0.007 

The  low  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  continues,  j 
but  it  fluctuates  slightly  from  year  to  year.  The  highest  mortality 
still  lies  in  the  older  age  groups,  where  lungs  severely  damaged  in  the 
past  by  tuberculosis  and  chronic  bronchitis  expose  the  person  to 
considerably  increased  risk  from  intercurrent  infections  such  as 
influenza  and  pneumonia.  Such  patients  are  respiratory  cripples  with 
inadequate  lung  reserve,  and  they  illustrate  the  paramount  importance 
of  initial  early  diagnosis  in  tuberculosis. 

The  local  coloured  population  for  example,  have  an  extremely, 
high  incidence  of  tuberculosis  quite  out  of  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
and  yet  their  death  rate  is  negligible.  Most  of  these  immigrants  are: 
in  young  age  groups,  and  presumably  their  elderly  relatives  are  left 
behind  in  the  country  of  origin.  In  addition,  Medical  Practitioners 
are  so  conscious  of  the  risk  of  tuberculosis  in  these  Indians  and 
Pakistanis,  that  chest  X-rays  are  taken  on  the  slightest  suspicion, 
and  diagnosis  is  correspondingly  early. 

There  is  no  evidence  at  present  to  suggest  that  the  white: 
population  is  being  infected  by  coloured  immigrants,  but  amongst' 
the  latter,  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  cross-infection  is  certainly 
taking  place. 

As  a  general  measure  touching  the  health  of  all  persons  in  the: 
Borough,  one  must  stress  again  that  atmospheric  pollution  by  smoke: 
and  fumes  from  dwelling  houses  and  factories  must  be  eliminated: 
before  any  substantial  step  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  lung: 
diseases  is  possible  or  likely.  The  importance  of  this  matter  cannot  be: 
over  emphasised.” 


Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

England  and  Wales — 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 


Venereal  Diseases 

the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  situated  at  Manor  Hospital,, 
Walsall,  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  being  responsible  for 
the  work  carried  out  at  the  Clinic. 


11 


We  are,  however,  still  concerned  with  the  incidence  of  Venereal 
Diseases  in  the  town  and  continue  to  work  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Venereologist. 

The  table  on  page  14  shows  the  work  of  the  Venereal  Diseases 
I  Clinic  during  the  year. 

Scabies  Treatment 

The  Scabies  Clinic  at  Hatherton  Road  is  still  maintained  and 
during  the  year  the  number  of  cases  attending  decreased  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  6  men,  7  women  and  45  children  received 
:  treatment,  these  cases  making  a  total  of  130  attendances  for  this 
purpose. 


Cleansing  of  Persons 

Cleansing  of  unclean  persons  was  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing 
Station  at  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Hatherton  Road  and  during  the 
year  38  persons  were  treated. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 


14 
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SECTION  C. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Dr.  I.  M.  Brown,  Senior  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
'Welfare  reports  as  follows  upon  the  work  in  her  section — 

I‘T  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  have  functioned  efficiently  throughout  the  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  22.47  although  slightly  higher  than 
last  year,  is  again  most  encouraging  and  it  is  also  pleasing  to  note 
a  that  we  again  have  a  clean  sheet  as  far  as  maternal  mortality  is 
i concerned.  A  further  decrease  in  the  number  of  still-births,  only  34 
as  compared  with  50  in  1960,  reflects  great  credit  on  those  concerned 
J with  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother.  An  enquiry  into  31  still-births 
.  shows  that  9  occurred  in  domiciliary  confinements,  19  in  hospital  cases 
land  3  in  maternity  homes.  61  per  cent,  of  the  still-births  occurred 
I  during  the  prenatal  period,  36  per  cent,  during  labour  and  in  the 
| remaining  3  per  cent,  cause  was  not  known. 


55  per  cent,  of  the  births  in  the  borough  to  Walsall  women  were 
(delivered  by  district  midwives  employed  by  the  local  authority, 
j  representing  a  total  of  1,176  domiciliary  births.  In  addition  the 
nursing  of  327  mothers  discharged  from  maternity  hospitals  was 
i  carried  out. 


Relaxation  and  mothercraft  classes  at  which  instruction  is  given 
'  by  nurses  and  midwives  are  progressing  satisfactorily.  These  classes, 

:  together  with  the  advice  given  at  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics, 

)  provide  invaluable  information  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 
It  must  also  be  mentioned  that  an  essential  factor  to  ensure  the  well- 
i  being  of  the  expectant  mother  is  good  co-operation  between  hospital, 
[J  general  practitioners  and  the  local  health  authority,  which  continues 
to  be  forthcoming  in  Walsall. 

The  dental  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
(children  under  five  years  of  age  is  also  much  appreciated,  and  the 
number  of  women  and  children  accepting  treatment  shows  a  tendency 
to  increase. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  whooping 
i  i  cough,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  is  available  at  all  child  welfare 
b  centres.” 
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Ante  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  authority’s;- 
Ante-Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  during  the  year:  — 


Pool 
Street 
A.  M. 

Field 
Road 
A.  M. 

Coun¬ 
tess 
Street 
A.  M. 

Ida 
Road 
A.  M. 

Little¬ 
ton 
Street 
A.  M. 

Beech- 

dale 

A.  M. 

Dudleys 
Fields 
A.  M. 

Coal- 

pool 

A.  M. 

Total 

A.  M. 

Ante-natal 

Cases 

459 

342 

9671688 

1 

1 

8271634 

1 

286 

233 

825 

618 

400 !  319 

1 

476 

427 

71 

57 

4311 

3318: 

Ante-natal 

New  Cases  ... 

154 

365 

276 

96 

266 

112 

160 

22 

1451 

Post-natal 

Cases 

Post-natal 

New  Cases  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A. — Attendances.  M. — Medical  Examinations! 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

There  are  9  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  Walsall  at  which  twelve: 
sessions  are  held  weekly  attended  by  a  doctor  and  health  visitors. 
There  are  no  special  consultant  clinics,  children  requiring  specialist:1 
opinion  being  referred  to  one  of  the  general  hospitals  in  the  town.,, 

Coalpool  Clinic  was  opened  in  1961  and  at  the  time  of  writing,, 
work  on  a  new  centre  to  serve  the  Mossley  area  has  been  commenced. 
Plans  are  also  well  advanced  for  the  erection  of  new  centres  at  Little: 
Bloxwich  and  Field  Road,  Bloxwich.  The  Council’s  Capital! 
Programme  for  1963/64  includes  an  all-purpose  clinic  in  Delves,  to: 
be  followed  in  1964/65  by  a  comprehensive  central  clinic  providing, 
in  addition  to  child  welfare  and  school  health  services,  special  services: 
and  administration  accommodation.  Modern,  well  equipped  clinics: 
will  give  Walsall  mothers  and  children  first  class  services  comparable." 
with  any  county  borough  in  the  country. 


The  following  table  shows  attendances  in  age  groups  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres  during  the  year:  — 


■ '  ■  ■ 

;  Centre 

Un 
6  me 

der 

mths 

6- 

mor 

-12 

iths 

1- 

yei 

-2 

irs 

2- 

yei 

-5 

irs 

To 

tal 

New 

Cases 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

Pool  St. 

1434 

511 

625 

183 

274 

82 

168 

70 

2501 

846 

197 

F’ld  Rd. 

2448 

610 

1455 

259 

716 

115 

830 

113 

5449 

1097 

312 

C’tess  St. 

2596 

860 

1351 

376 

682 

142 

574 

89 

5203 

1467 

319 

i  Ida  Rd. 

1475 

529 

860 

296 

486 

103 

486 

63 

3307 

994 

184 

L'ton  St. 

1549 

623 

598 

212 

228 

80 

264 

84 

2639 

999 

199 

D'dley’s 

Fields' 

1349 

442 

587 

161 

221 

47 

206 

90 

2363 

740 

211 

Beechdale 

1060 

362 

653 

208 

389 

94 

390 

116 

2492 

780 

143 

Orchard 

Hills 

542 

182 

302 

74 

163 

43 

59 

26 

1066 

325 

81 

Coalpool 

289 

61 

145 

37 

91 

18 

192 

34 

717 

150 

49 

Totals 

12742 

4  ISO 

6576 

1806 

3250 

727 

3169 

685 

25737 

7398 

1695 

,  A. — Attendances.  M. — Medical  Examinations 


Provision  of  Foods 

Various  types  of  proprietary  baby  foods,  National  Dried  Milk, 
i  orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  are  available  at  all  child  welfare  sessions 
and  part-time  women  are  employed  on  the  work  of  distribution. 
The  following  table  shows  the  types  and  amounts  of  foods  sold  during 
the  year : — 

26,430  tins  Full  Cream  National  Dried  Milk 
23  tins  Half  Cream  National  Dried  Milk. 

4,456  bottles  Cod  Liver  Oil 
4,313  pkts.  Vitamin  Tablets. 

32,480  bottles  Orange  Juice. 

4,564  lb.  Cow  and  Gate  Dried  Milk. 

15,798  lb.  Ostermilk. 

1,421  lb.  Trufood. 

1,712  tins  S.M.A. 

1,542  cartons  Virol. 

4,878  tins  Ovaltine. 

83  lb.  Malt  and  Oil. 

1,584  pkts.  Farex. 

909  pkts.  Scotts  Cereal  Infant  Food. 

341  pkts.  Groats. 

404  pkts.  Robrex. 
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2,953  bottles  Rose  Hip  Syrup. 

896  pkts.  Farleys  Infant  Food. 

63  cartons  Maltoline. 

295  pkts.  Farleys  Rusks. 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Council’s  proposals  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  provide  for  every  expectant  mother  to  be  examined  by  a 
dental  practitioner  following  her  first  attendance  at  an  ante-natal 
clinic,  for  the  periodic  examination  of  children  under  the  age  of  five 
years  and  for  the  necessary  treatment  to  be  provided  where  required, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  conservative  treatment. 

During  the  year  44  dental  sessions  were  devoted  to  maternity 
and  child  welfare  patients.  89  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  were 
examined  and  84  were  found  to  require  treatment.  66  of  these 
patients  attended  the  Dental  Clinic  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  20 
cases  had  completed  their  course  of  attendances.  12  complete  dentures 
and  6  partial  dentures  were  provided.  76  children  under  the  age  of 
5  years  were  examined  and  71  were  found  to  need  treatment.  68 
were  treated  of  whom  66  were  made  dentally  fit. 

Maternity  Outfits 

Maternity  outfits  are  distributed  by  municipal  midwives  to  all 
expectant  mothers  confined  at  home  and  to  mothers  discharged  from 
hospital  before  the  tenth  day  after  confinement,  and  during  the  year 
1,306  outfits  were  issued. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  Children 

The  Walsall  County  Borough  is  a  constituent  authority  of  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council  Scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate 
children  and  their  mothers. 

51  cases  in  which  illegitimate  births  occurred  in  1961  have  been 
dealt  with  by  Sister  Ellis  and  these  are  reported  on  below.  In  addition, 
3  cases  in  which  births  occurred  prior  to  1961  were  helped  according 
to  their  various  needs  including  placing  babies  for  adoption,  advice 
as  to  Affiliation  proceedings,  finding  accommodation  etc.  11  expectant 
mothers  whose  babies  wTere  due  to  be  born  in  1962  had  the  necessary 
plans  made  for  their  confinements.  This  makes  a  total  of  65  cases 
under  care  during  1961. 

24  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  Homes  remaining 
until  their  babies  were  aged  2  months.  21  went  into  hospital  for 
confinement  and  6  had  their  babies  at  home. 

4  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women,  2  of  whom  were  legally 
separated  and  2  divorced. 

In  spite  of  efforts  made  to  trace  and  interview  putative  fathers 
only  4  Affiliation  Orders  were  made.  One  girl  married  the  father  of 
her  baby. 
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The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  between  15  and  37  and  are  listed 
as  follows:  — 

Age  15 — 3,  age  16 — 7,  age  17 — 6,  age  18 — 8,  age  19 — 7,  age 

20 — 2,  age  21 — 3,  age  22/27 — -7,  age  28/34 — 4,  age  35/40 — 4. 

The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  16  and  41. 

The  babies  were  placed  as  follows :  — 

27  with  mothers  at  home. 

3  with  parents  married. 

1  with  mother  in  Home. 

1  with  foster  parents. 

2  in  Local  Authority  Homes. 

1  in  a  Voluntary  Children’s  Home. 

13  adopted  through  the  Association. 

3  girls  had  miscarriages. 

In  all  cases  we  are  satisfied  that  the  children  are  receiving 
:  adequate  care  and  attention. 

562  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with  65  cases  under  care. 

:  In  addition,  the  homes  of  prospective  adopters  have  been  vetted  and 
i  reported  on,  babies  visited  after  placings  have  been  made,  girls 
;  conveyed  to  Homes  and  accompanied  when  they  have  had  to  appear 
j  in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures  witnessed  when  consenting  tc 
an  Adoption  Order  being  made. 

Day  Nurseries 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  attendances  at  the 
Nursery:  — 

No.  on  Register  Total  No.  of  Average  daily 

at  31.12.61  attendances  attendance 

24  ...  3,823  ...  15.4 

Premature  infants 

Notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  186  infants  whose  birth 
;  weight  was  5-J  lbs.  or  under,  an  increase  of  10  over  the  previous  year. 
In  some  cases  the  notifications  applied  to  infants  who,  although  the 
birth  weight  v/as  5^  lbs.  or  less,  were  really  full-term,  but  these  infants 
:  were  given  the  same  care  as  those  prematurely  born. 

Of  the  186  infants  notified,  82  were  bom  at  home  and  104  in 
f  hospital.  Five  of  the  infants  born  at  home  were  transferred  to 
hospital.  One  of  the  77  infants  nursed  entirely  at  home  died  in  the 
first  24  hours  and  76  survived  at  the  twenty-eighth  day.  None  of 
i  the  five  infants  who  were  born  at  home  and  transferred  to  hospital 
i  died  in  the  first  24  hours,  and  four  survived  at  the  twenty-eighth 
day. 

Eight  of  the  104  infants  born  in  hospital  died  in  the  first  24  hours 
and  93  survived  at  the  end  of  28  days. 
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There  were  11  notifications  of  premature  still-births,  7  of  these 
being  born  in  hospital  and  4  at  home. 

The  hospital  provision  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  is 
adequate  and  premature  infants  are  transferred  to  hospital  whenever 
necessary.  To  those  premature  infants  remaining  at  home  special 
nursing  care  is  given  by  midwives  and  by  the  health  visitors. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

Staff 

The  midwifery  staff  consists  of  1  Supervisor  and  14  Midwives 
and  the  service  is  under  the  medical  supervision  of  the  Senior  Medical 
Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  It  has  been  necessary 
during  the  year  to  appoint  3  part-time  Nurses  to  carry  out  post-natal 
nursing  duties,  particularly  of  early  discharges  from  maternity 
hospitals. 

Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

During  the  year  municipal  midwives  attended  1,176  births, 
representing  55  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  to  Walsall  women 
occurring  in  the  borough.  655  births  took  place  in  Manor  Hospital, 
314  in  Bloxwich  Maternity  Hospital  and  2  by  private  midwives. 
141  births  occurred  outside  the  borough.  5,917  ante-natal  visits 
and  all  necessary  visits  to  327  mothers  discharged  from  maternity 
units  before  the  tenth  day  after  confinement  were  made  by  municipal 
midwives  during  1961. 

All  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  analgesics,  and  during 
the  year  six  gas  and  air  outfits  were  in  use  on  504  occasions.  Pethedine 
was  administered  to  529  patients  and  four  sets  of  Trilene  analgesic 
apparatus  were  used  on  322  occasions. 

Emergency  Maternity  Service 

Arrangements  are  in  force  for  the  services  of  an  emergency  team 
of  doctors  and  nurses  from  Manor  Hospital,  with  the  necessary 
equipment,  to  attend  complicated  cases  of  labour  on  the  district  when 
required. 


Pupil  Midwives  Training  Scheme 

In  co-operation  with  the  Manor  Hospital  23  pupils  undertook 
district  training  in  the  department  during  1961.  Due  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  pupils  referred  for  district  training  it  was  necessary 
to  obtain  approval  for  additional  teaching  district  midwives. 

Refresher  Courses 

Two  Municipal  Midwives  attended  an  approved  refresher  course 1 
during  the  year. 
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Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service — 1961 
(including  Nursing  Homes) 


Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 

Nursing 

Homes 

Totals 

No.  of  Mid  wives  practising  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1961 
(excluding  Hospitals) — 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council 

1  Supervisor 

14 

15 

(b)  In  private  practice 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

15 

1 

No.  of  cases  in  the  Borough  attended 
by  Midwives — 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council — 
(i)  Doctor  present 
(ii)  Doctor  not  present  ... 

Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Nursing 
Homes 

Totals 

98 

1077 

— 

98 

1077 

(b)  In  private  practice — 

(i)  Doctor  present 

(ii)  Doctor  not  present  ... 

2 

—  . 

2 

Totats  I  (J)  Doctor  present 

((ii)  Doctor  not  present  ... 

98 

1079 

— 

98 

1079 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Staff 

Our  stafhing  position  still  gives  cause  for  grave  concern.  At  the 
end  of  1961  we  had  only  9\  qualified  health  visitors  with  no  real 
prospect  of  improvement  in  the  position.  At  the  time  of  writing  we 
have  one  prospective  student  for  the  1962/63  course. 

Industrial  areas  such  as  Walsall  find  it  virtually  impossible  to 
attract  qualified  health  visitors,  our  only  hope  being  to  finance 
trainees,  probably  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of  more  attractive  areas 
and  those  offering  better  service  conditions.  Qualified  health  visitors 
have  an  unlimited  choice  of  places  of  employment  and  it  is  obvious 
that  industrial  areas  will  have  to  offer  more  lucrative  conditions  of 
service,  such  as  car  allowances,  housing  accommodation,  higher 
uniform  allowances  if  they  hope  to  improve  their  staffing  positions. 
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Work  of  the  Health  Visitors 

Health  visitors  are  required  to  undertake  visitation  for  the  purpose 
of  general  supervision  in  connection  with  the  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children.  The  service  has,  however,  extended  from  year  tot. 
year  and  now  covers  the  general  care  and  the  health  education  of  the 
household  as  a  whole,  special  attention  being  given  to  the  care  of 
old  people.  The  work  of  the  health  visitor,  therefore,  covers  not 
only  the  supervision  and  welfare  of  young  children,  but  is  concerned) 
generally  with  the  prevention  of  illness  and  care  and  after-care  of  all; 
members  of  the  family.  As  pointed  out  under  the  Mental  Health) 
Section  of  this  Report  health  visitors  also  carry  out  the  after-care  of 
patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals. 

The  table  on  page  24  gives  details  of  health  visiting  and  tuber¬ 
culosis  visiting  during  1961. 


Liaison 

The  arrangements  whereby  2  health  visitors  attend  the: 
paediatrician’s  out-patient  clinic  at  Manor  Hospital  continued: 
throughout  the  year,  1  health  visitor  being  permitted  to  accompany 
the  paediatrician  on  his  ward  round  of  the  baby  unit. 

The  liaison  between  the  Diabetic  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital! 
and  the  health  visitors  has  continued  during  the  year,  2  healthi 
visitors  being  seconded  to  the  collaborative  work.  2  health  visitors; 
attend  the  Diabetic  Clinic  at  the  hospital,  and  follow  up  cases  ini 
their  own  homes  as  required  by  the  consultant  physician.  Advice: 
and  assistance  is  given  in  the  home  to  diabetic  patients  regarding  their 
diet,  insulin-therapy,  and  any  other  matter  in  which  the  patient  mightl 
need  assistance. 

As  a  part  of  their  training,  second  and  third  year  student  nurses; 
from  the  local  hospitals  are  given  two  lectures  by  the  Superintendent! 
Health  Visitor  concerning  the  public  health  aspect  of  their  course.. 
Following  upon  these  lectures  the  nurses  are  given  practical  instruc¬ 
tion  on  the  district,  a  feature  which  is  most  enlightening  and  much: 
appreciated.  Lectures  are  also  given  by  the  Superintendent  Health: 
Visitor  to  student  nurses  at  the  Preliminary  Training  School.  There; 
is  good  liaison  between  Psychiatric  Social  Workers  at  St.  Matthew’s; 
Hospital  and  health  visiting  staff.  A  weekly  visit  is  paid,  as  far  as; 
the  staffing  position  allows,  to  consult  with  Psychiatric  Social  Workers; 
and  visit  selected  mental  patients  to  offer  help  in  any  way  required. 

The  good  relationship  between  health  visitors  and  general 
practitioners  in  Walsall  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  One; 
member  of  the  health  visiting  staff  works  with  a  general  practitioner! 
at  his  surgery. 
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We  have  good  liaison  with  the  two  Walsall  hospitals,  which 
enables  us  to  receive  prompt  information  regarding  the  discharge  of 
patients  and  facilitates  the  arrangements  for  follow-up  of  these  cases 
by  health  visiting  staff. 


Geriatric  Nursing 

The  three  part-time  geriatric  nurses  continued  to  carry  out  most 
useful  work  during  the  year.  Many  of  the  old  folk  are  unaware  of 
:  the  facilities  available  to  them,  such  as  domestic  help,  meals  on 
[  wheels,  home  nursing,  etc.,  and  the  geriatric  nurses  are  able  to  help 
:  and  advise  them  in  this  respect.  The  old  people  look  forward  to 
:  the  periodic  visits  of  the  nurses  which  help  to  alleviate  their  loneliness 
:  and  give  them  a  feeling  that  they  are  not  forgotten. 

In  the  course  of  their  visits  Geriatric  Nurses  give  valuable  advice 
:  regarding  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the  home.  We  find  that 
personal  contact  with  this  section  of  the  public  is  much  more  effective 
;  than  posters  and  press  publicity. 

The  geriatric  nursing  staff  have  been  considerably  assisted  during 
'  the  year  by  the  valuable  help  which  has  been  provided  for  the  old 
people  through  the  Walsall  Scouts.  Various  tasks  have  been  carried 
1  out  by  the  Scouts,  such  as  gardening,  hedge  cutting,  minor  repairs  to 
property  and  window  cleaning,  which  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
old  people.  We  would  like  to  offer  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Walsall 
Scouts  who  carried  out  this  worth  while  work. 


Health  Visiting  and  Tuberculosis  Visiting  during  1961 
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HOME  NURSING 


Staff 

The  home  nursing  staff  at  the  end  of  1961  consisted  of  one  Lady 
Superintendent,  11  full-time  and  1  part-time  nurses.  The  staff  is 
still  below  establishment,  but  the  additional  use  of  cars  has  permitted 
the  requirements  of  the  service  to  be  covered  adequately. 


Work  of  the  District  Nurses 

As  is  evidenced  by  the  statistical  table  below,  a  large  proportion, 

64  per  cent,  in  fact,  of  patients  attended  by  district  nurses  were  over 

65  years  of  age.  This  illustrates  the  extent  to  which  this  service, 
together  with  other  allied  services  such  as  the  domestic  help  service, 
relieves  pressure  on  hospital  accommodation,  particularly  the  geriatric 
wards.  There  is  very  little  doubt  that  the  important  and  arduous 
work  of  the  district  nurse  will  increase  from  year  to  year  with  the 
growth  in  the  proportion  of  the  aged  population. 

The  West  Midlands  Training  School  for  District  Nurses  has 
continued  throughout  1961,  one  of  the  Council’s  clinics  being  used 
for  theoretical  training  purposes.  Two  Walsall  district  nurses  attended 
the  course  and  reached  the  required  standard. 


Cases  attended  and  visits  paid  by  Home  Nursing  Staff  during  1961 


Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious 

Diseases 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Maternal 

Compli- 

Others 

Totals 

Patients 
included  in 
(2)-(7)  who 
were  65  or 
over  at  the 

Children 
included  in 
(2)- (7)  who 
were  under 
5  at  the 

Patients 
included  in 
(2)-( 7)  who 
have  had 
more  than 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

cations 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

time  of  the 
first  visit 
during  the 
year 
(9) 

time  of  the 
first  visit 
during  the 
year 
(10) 

24  visits 
during  the 
year 

(11) 

s 

870 

101 

— 

26 

11 

145 

1,153 

734 

11 

388 

30,334 

3,925 

— 

1,358 

99 

3,992 

39,708 

26,899 

138 

33,512 
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VACCINATION  AND  [IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination  against  Smailpox 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  at  chlid  welfare  clinics 
or  by  general  practitioners.  During  the  year  990  primary  vaccinations 
against  smallpox  were  carried  out,  609  by  doctors  at  child  welfare 
centres  and  381  by  general  practitioners.  There  were  81  successful 
re-vaccinations  and  25  attempts  at  vaccination  or  re-vaccination 
proved  unsuccessful. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ages  at  vaccination  and 
re-vaccination. 


Under 

1  year 

1 

year 

2—4 

years 

5—14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Vaccinated 

841 

39 

26 

26 

58! 

990 

Re-vaccinated  . . . 

— 

— 

2 

8 

71 

81 

It  will  be  noted  that  841  infants  under  one  year  were  vaccinated 
out  of  2,270  live  births,  indicating  that  only  37  per  cent,  of  children 
born  during  the  year  were  protected  against  smallpox.  It  is  essential 
that  all  parents  should  ensure  that  their  children  receive  this  protection 
before  the  first  birthday. 
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immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  child  welfare  centres, 
day  nurseries,  school  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners.  Visits  are 
also  made  to  schools  for  the  purpose  of  immunisation  and  the 
administration  of  booster  doses.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  children  immunised  each  year  by  age  groups :  — 


Year 

immunised 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

No.  of  children 
given  re-inforcing 
injection 

Cases  of 
Diphtheria 
notified 

1961 

1733 

1356 

3089 

1327 

— 

1960 

1581 

1609 

3190 

2689 

— 

1959 

1188 

1261 

2449 

1365 

— 

1958 

1094 

111 

1205 

36 

— 

1957 

1037 

1294 

2331 

1158 

— 

1956 

746 

1140 

1886 

774 

— 

1955 

822 

988 

1810 

678 

1 

1954 

856 

1027 

1883 

795 

— 

1953 

858 

899 

1757 

879 

— 

1952 

906 

898 

1804 

1273 

— 

1951 

825 

888 

1713 

1228 

2 

1950 

570 

956 

1526 

1413 

2 

1949 

1171 

1167 

2338 

2111 

3 

1948 

1224 

1238 

2462 

4314 

3 

1947 

1089 

725 

1814 

333 

14 

Total 

15700 

15557 

31257 

20373 

25 

It  will  be  noted  that  during  1961,  1,733  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  and  1,356  between  five  and  14  years  were  immunised,  and 
1,327  were  given  a  reinforcing  injection.  Of  the  total,  749  were 
immunised  and  170  given  reinforcing  doses  by  general  practitioners 
under  the  Authority’s  scheme,  the  remainder  being  immunised  by  the 
Local  Authority’s  own  doctors. 
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Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  whooping  cough  immunisation 
carried  out  during  1961 :  — 


[Born  in 
year :  \ — 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

195(2- 

1956 

1947- 

1951 

Total 

501 

802 

97 

62 

53 

68 

5 

1,588 

Triple  antigen  was  used  in  most  of  these  cases.  668  were  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners,  and  920  at  child  welfare  centres. 


Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  injections  against 
poliomyelitis  given  during  1961 :  — 


First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Injections 

Injections 

Injections  Injections 

Children  born  1943-1961 

5,875 

5,718 

3,482 

8,863 

Young  Persons  born  1933-1942 
Persons  born  before  1933  who 

2,539 

2,672 

910 

— 

have  not  passed  their 
40th  birthday 

5,058 

5,425 

1,893 

— 

Others 

15 

12 

46 

— 

13,487 

13,827 

6,3311 

8,863 

It  will  be  noted  that,  following  authority  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  fourth  injections  were  given  to  nearly  9,000  children  aged 
between  5  and  12  years,  constituting  about  65  per  cent,  of  the  children 
in  this  particular  age  group. 

Publicity  has  continued  throughout  the  year  to  encourage 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  by  means  of  open  sessions  and  visits  to 
factories  and  places  of  work. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  now  a  regular  feature  of  the  authority’s, 
vaccination  and  immunisation  programme  and  is  offered  to  all  school 
children  over  the  age  of  13  years,  including  students  attending  the!: 
Technical  College.  Skin  tests  were  carried  out  by  the  Heaf  Gunu 
method  and  negative  reactors  were  offered  vaccination.  Children u 
with  strongly  positive  skin  tests  were  referred  to  the  tuberculosis  ;; 
health  visitor  for  investigation. 


29 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  connection  with 
B.C.G.  vaccination  during  the  year:  — 

School  Children  School  Children 


under  14  years  14  years  and 

Contact 

of  age  upwards 

Scheme 

Number  skin- tested 

998  — 

425 

Number  found  positive 

71  — 

236 

Number  found  negative  ... 

892  — 

169 

Number  vaccinated 

892  — 

214 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Vehicles 

The  fleet  at  the  end  of  1961  consisted  of  eight  ambulances  and 
:  four  sitting  case  vehicles.  One  new  ambulance  was  delivered  in 
1  February  and  two  sitting  case  vehicles  disposed  of,  one  in  April  and 
one  in  July. 


Staff 

The  ambulance  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  one 
Ambulance  Supervisor,  one  Assistant  Supervisor  and  24  Ambulance 
1  Drivers,  two  of  whom  are  women.  All  members  of  the  staff  have 

(successfully  passed  the  St.  John  examination,  and  refresher  courses 
are  arranged  as  necessary.  Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the 
s  newcomers  to  attend  the  first  available  course  of  lectures  for  the 
St.  John  certificate. 


Work  of  the  Ambulance  Service 


There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  carried 
by  Ambulance  during  the  year,  38,502  patients  being  conveyed  as 
i,  against  36,898  in  1960.  The  mileage  run  during  the  year  has  also 
increased  to  153,138  as  against  149,400  in  1960.  The  following 
1 1  summary  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year :  — 


Calls 

Journeys 

Cases 

Mileage  . . . 


35,168 

12,995 

38,502 

153,138 


The  ambulance  staff  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  conveyance 
I  of  bodies  to  the  mortuary  at  the  request  of  the  Borough  Coroner. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Sick-Room  Appliances  Service 

Sick-room  appliances  are  available  at  the  Ambulance  Station  for 
issue  to  patients  on  loan  on  the  recommendation  of  the  hospital, 
family  doctor,  district  nurse  or  health  visitor. 


During  the  year  the 

following 

articles  were  issued :  — 

Rubber  Sheets  . . . 

208 

Urinals 

143 

Back  Rests 

214 

Sputum  Cups 

4 

Feeding  Cups 

24 

Air  Rings 

169 

Crutches  ... 

17  prs. 

Wheel  Chairs 

79 

Walking  Sticks  ... 

30 

Air  Beds 

1 

Bed  Cradles 

59 

Bedpans  ... 

309 

Bed  Tables 

12 

Spinal  Carriages... 

1 

Commodes 

39 

Bed  Boards 

3 

Walking  Aid 

1 

Bed  Blocks 

2 

A  small  deposit  is  required  for  each  article  loaned  out,  which  is 
refunded  on  the  return  of  the  article  to  the  Ambulance  Station. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme 

A  grant  of  free  milk  is  issued  by  the  department  upon  the 
certificate  of  the  Chest  Physician.  Close  liaison  is  maintained  between 
th  Chest  Physician  who,  of  course,  is  an  officer  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  and  this  Department.  The  officers  of  the  Chest 
Clinic  and  of  this  department  confer  regularly  upon  the  needs  of 
tuberculous  patients.  The  Tuberculosis  Plealth  Visitor  has  an  office 
at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  works  with  the  Chest  Physician.  Contact 
:  is  thereby  maintained  between  the  tuberculous  patients  and  other 

•  activities  of  the  Health  Department.  Milk  is  supplied  through  the 
patient's  own  registered  milk  retailer  so  that  the  patient  is  not  put 
to  any  trouble  to  obtain  milk  from  a  special  source,  a  benefit 
appreciated  by  the  patient.  For  varying  periods  during  the  year  7 

I  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of 
r  milk  a  day,  free  of  charge. 

Tuberculosis  After-Care 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  is  responsible,  on  behalf 
I  of  the  Council,  for  after-care  for  tuberculous  patients.  Extra  assistance 
for  the  tuberculous  patient  in  the  form  of  additional  food,  change  of 
air,  clothing,  better  home  conditions,  extra  beds  and  bedding,  and 
i  more  suitable  occupation,  are  the  Committee's  main  activities.  The 

*  Committee  has  functioned  for  many  years  and  has  been  of  great  help 
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to  a  large  number  of  patients.  Mainly  the  funds  are  derived  from 
voluntary  sources,  but  the  Council  also  makes  a  monetary  grant  to 
assist  the  Committee  in  its  work. 

The  Committee  makes  arrangements  for  practical  help  to  patients 
where  necessary  and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  distributed  as 
Christmas  gifts  to  all  patients  on  the  books.  The  Committee  is  well 
served  by  its  honorary  officers  who  have  a  long  tradition  of  service 
behind  them.  There  is  a  helpful  liaison  between  the  voluntary  body 
and  the  Health  Department  and  this  ensures  active  co-operation  at 
all  times. 


Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families 

The  increase  in  the  case  load  in  this  section,  which  covers  the 
supervision  of  problem  families,  has  necessitated  the  employment  of 
an  additional  Social  Case  Worker. 

Cases  are  referred  from  various  sources,  such  as  Doctors,  Health 
Visitors,  Children  Department,  Housing  Department,  Probation 
Officer,  etc.,  some  cases  requiring  intensive  visitation  consisting  of 
three  visits  or  more  per  week,  others  weekly  or  occasional  visitation. 
The  main  aim  of  the  social  case  worker  is  to  hold  the  family  together 
and  avoid,  if  possible,  the  necessity  for  the  children  to  be  taken  into 
Care.  This  has  been  possible  in  many  cases  only  by  intensive 
visitation  and  constant  supervision.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
service  is  relieving  the  Council  of  considerable  expense  by  preventing 
the  necessity  for  children  being  taken  into  Care  and  effecting  reductions 
in  council  house  arrears. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  organisations  and  individuals  who  have 
kindly  donated  furniture  and  clothing  for  distribution  to  needy 
families.  In  addition  monetary  grants  from  voluntary  associations, 
for  which  we  are  most  grateful,  have  enabled  the  social  case  worker  to 
arrange  trips  and  hostelling  holidays  for  children  of  problem  families 
who  would  never  under  normal  circumstances  have  a  holiday  away 
from  home.  It  is  felt  that  apart  from  the  physical  benefit  which  is 
derived  from  hostelling  holidays  away  from  the  stresses  of  the  home, 
the  children  get  a  glimpse  of  a  wider  world  which  helps  them  to  realise 
that  leisure  time  can  be  spent  in  other  ways  than  watching  films  and 
television  and  hanging  about  the  streets. 

During  1961  the  social  case  worker  dealt  with  48  families,  29 
of  which  received  intensive  visitation  consisting  of  three  or  more 
visits  per  week,  in  11  cases  weekly  visitation  was  undertaken,  4 
needed  only  occasional  visiting  and  4  cases  were  visited  for  the 
purpose  of  assessment.  During  the  year  7  cases  were  closed  following 
an  improvement  in  the  conditions.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  social  case 
worker  reports  a  definite  improvement  which  is  being  maintained. 
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Convalescent  Treatment 

Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  provides 
for  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care.  Under  these 
provisions  the  local  authority  may  make  arrangements  to  provide 
convalescent  treatment  for  persons  certified  to  require  such  treatment 
either  by  hospitals  or  by  their  medical  practitioner.  The  convalescent 
treatment  so  provided  shall  not  be  given  to  persons  needing  medical 
care. 

During  the  year  33  children  received  convalescent  treatment,  32 
for  3  weeks  at  the  Ormerod  Convalescent  Home,  St.  Annes-on-Sea, 
and  1  for  3  weeks  at  a  Convalescent  Home  at  Newton  Abbott. 

5  adults  went  for  2  weeks  to  convalescent  homes  at  Wendover, 
Llandudno,  Exmouth  and  Clevedon,  and  2  mothers  with  young 
children  went  to  Dodford  Nursery  Holiday  Farm,  near  Bromsgrove. 

The  children’s  part  of  the  scheme  is  run  on  similar  lines  to  that 
operated  by  the  Walsall  Poor  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Society 
and  co-ordination  of  the  two  schemes  is  well  established. 


Chiropody 

Chiropody  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  Pool  Street 
Clinic  and  at  a  local  Chiropodist’s  surgery  on  three  half  days  a  week. 
This  was  not  nearly  enough  to  meet  the  demands  for  treatment,  but 
at  the  time  of  writing  we  are  faced  with  a  more  serious  situation — 
only  six  sessions  per  month  being  performed  and  a  waiting  list  of 
40  aged  persons.  Efforts  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  full-time 
Chiropodist  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  it  seems  that  as  in  the  case 
of  Dental  Officers  we  are  being  defeated  by  the  attractions  of  private 
practice.  To  get  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  we  must  also  face  the 
fact  that  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  trainee  chiropodists  and  I  feel 
that  Youth  Employment  Officers  should  encourage  school  leavers  to 
take  up  this  worthwhile  profession,  one  which  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  old  and  young  people  alike  .  It  is  surprising  and  most  satisfying 
to  see  the  relief  old  people  get  from  chiropody  and  let  us  hope  that 
they  are  not  entirely  deprived  of  this  free  local  authority  service  by 
a  lack  of  staff  to  carry  it  out. 

The  following  are  the  attendances  made  for  treatment  during  the 
year :  — 

Elderly  persons  ...  ...  ...  650 

Physically-handicapped  persons  ...  35 

Expectant  mothers  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  693 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Staff 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  domestic  helps  employed 
was  13  full-time  and  60  part-time.  There  is  one  full-time  organiser. 

Work  of  the  Domestic  Helps 

We  have  again  covered  a  larger  number  of  cases  during  the 
year  under  review,  678  persons  having  received  help  during  1961 
compared  with  648  during  1960.  It  will  again  be  noted  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  demand  for  the  service,  which  it  is  obvious 
will  continue. 

Out  of  the  678  cases  for  which  help  was  provided,  485  (72  per 
cent.)  were  chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  Domestic  Help  Service  is  fast  becoming  a  service  for  the  aged 
and  it  must  be  our  earnest  endeavour  to  meet  their  small  but  necessary 
needs  by  evenly  spreading  the  service  over  a  larger  number  of  persons. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  by  the  domestic 
helps  during  the  year :  — 

No.  of  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1961  ... 

(13  full-time,  60  part-time). 

No.  of  confinement  cases  at  which  help  was  supplied 

No.  of  tuberculosis  cases  at  which  help  was  supplied 

No.  of  chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  cases 
at  which  help  was  supplied 

No.  of  other  cases  at  which  help  was  supplied 

Total  hours  worked  at  confinement  cases 

Total  hours  worked  at  tuberculosis  cases  ... 

Total  hours  worked  at  other  cases  ... 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Organisation  and  Staff 

The  administration  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  under  the  Mental 
Health  Act,  1959,  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Committee  with 
delegation  to  a  special  sub-committee. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  staff  employed  in  this  service :  — 

General  Medical  Supervision  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  ...  2  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

1  Mental  Welfare  Officer. 

1  part-time  Mental  Welfare  Officer, 

training  Centre  ...  ...  1  Supervisor. 

2  Assistants. 

1  Trainee  Assistant. 

1  Cook-Guide. 


73 

128 

7 

485 

58 

8,373 

1,098 

77,396 
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The  after-care  of  patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  is 
carried  out  by  health  visiting  staff,  a  number  of  health  visitors  having 
attended  a  special  course  on  such  care. 

During  the  year  a  series  of  observation  visits  was  made  by  health 
visitors  to  St.  Matthew’s  Hospital,  which  included  sitting  in  on  case 
conferences. 


There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  of 
St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  and  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  officers 
of  the  Board  and  the  Committee  are  freely  available. 


Approval  of  Medical  Practitioners 

The  following  doctors  are  approved  by  this  Local  Health 
Authority  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  to  give  medical 
recommendations  for  compulsory  admission  of  mentally  disordered 


persons  to  hospital  or  reception 

Dr.  T.  Ross  . 

Dr.  G.  P.  A.  Evans 
Dr.  I.  M.  Brown 
Dr.  K.  Hazell 
Dr.  G.  M.  Baker 
Dr.  J.  D.  Baston 
Dr.  A.  B.  Davies 
Dr.  L.  A.  Redlich 

Dr.  M.  H.  Bott . 

Dr.  E.  R.  S.  Grice 
Dr.  J.  W.  Tanner 


into  Guardianship :  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
Consultant  Gerontologist 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 
General  Practitioner 


Admissions  and  After-care 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  in 
ft  1961  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  by  the  Mental  Welfare 
::  Officers:  — - 

No.  of  Health  Service  patients  removed  to  St.  Matthew’s 

Hospital,  Burntwood,  for  observation  or  treatment  ...  75 

No.  of  Health  Service  cases,  alleged  to  be  suffering  from 

mental  disorder,  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

No.  of  patients  referred  for  after-care  ...  ...  ...  187 

No.  of  after-care  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  566 

No.  of  miscellaneous  visits  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers 


205 
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The  system  whereby  after-care  visiting  of  patients  discharged 
from  mental  hospitals  is  carried  out  by  the  health  visiting  staff  has 
continued  to  work  very  satisfactorily.  These  patients  often,  after  a 
long  stay  in  a  mental  hospital,  are  faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
readjusting  themselves  to  life  in  the  community.  The  Health  Visitor, 
with  careful  handling  and  tact,  can  assist  greatly  in  helping  the 
patient  to  regain  confidence  and,  although  progress  may  be  slow,  the 
time  spent  is  considered  well  worth  while,  even  if  success  is  not 
always  achieved.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  also  spent  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  sometimes  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers, 

in  persuading  patients  to  return  to  hospital  for  further  treatment. 

*■ 

Subnormal  Patients 
Ascertainment 

Head  teachers  of  schools  are  responsible  for  reporting  to  the 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer  any  child  whom  they  feel  is  retarded. 
In  cases  where  it  is  necessary  for  the  Health  Committee  to  assume 
responsibility  for  supervision,  arrangements  are  made  for  admission 
to  hospital  or  to  the  Council's  training  centre.  Cases  placed  under 
Guardianship  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Guardianship  Officer. 

Temporary  care  was  used  as  much  as  possible  during  the  year 
to  enable  relatives  of  patients  living  at  home  to  have  a  period  of 
respite. 

The  accompanying  tables  show  in  detail  persons  dealt  with  under 
the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

Mental  Welfare  Association 

The  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  is  Secretary  of  the  Mental 
Welfare  Association  and  this  officer  is  responsible  for  the  work  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Association.  There  is  a  large  number  of  voluntary 
patients  on  the  register  and  the  Association  carries  out  useful  work 
in  their  supervision. 


Training  Centre 

There  were  34  juniors  and  30  seniors  in  attendance  at  the  Training 
Centre  at  the  end  of  1961.  The  curriculum  of  the  Centre  includes 
rug  making  stool  seating,  embroidery,  handicrafts,  percussion  band, 
eurhythmies,  country  dancing,  puppetry,  games  and  speech  training. 

At  the  time  of  writing  a  new  Junior  Training  Centre  has  been 
officially  opened  at  Brewer  Street,  Walsall,  and  pupils  will  commence 
to  attend  in  September,  1962.  This  modem,  well-equipped  building, 
accommodating  75  pupils  is  only  the  first  instalment  of  the  Health 
Committee’s  ambitious  capital  building  programme.  Plans  for  an 
Adult  Training  Centre  on  the  same  site  have  been  approved  by  the 
Health  Committee  and  it  is  hoped  that  erection  of  the  building  will 
commence  early  in  1963. 
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Residential  Accommodation 

We  have  no  residential  accommodation  for  subnormal  patients 
at  present.  The  Council's  capital  building  programme  includes  a 
hostel  for  working  subnormal  patients.  A  hostel  is  also  planned  at 
a  later  date  to  accommodate  elderly  psychotics. 


Social  Club 

The  Phoenix  Club,  a  Social  Club  for  patients  discharged  from 
mental  hospitals,  which  was  taken  over  from  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  April,  1960,  has  made  considerable  progress.  Much  valuable 
work,  mostly  in  their  own  time,  has  been  carried  out  by  health 
visiting  staff  and  voluntary  workers.  To  make  a  success  of  a  social 
club  of  this  type  we  have  found  as  a  result  of  experience  that  it  is 
essential  to  provide  a  varied  programme  to  keep  the  interest  of 
members  alive.  The  organisers  of  the  club  have  certainly  done  this 
duiing  the  year  undei  review,  as  is  illustrated  by  the  following  list 
of  events,  piogiammes  being  arranged  by  a  committee  comprising 
ex-patients,  voluntary  helpers  and  health  visitors  which  meets  at 
regular  intervals:  — 

Play  by  members  of  a  local  youth  group. 

Talk  on  Old  Walsall  by  the  Matron  of  a  local  maternity 
hospital. 

Old  Time  dancing  with  an  instructor  provided  by  the  Education 
Department. 

Film  show  on  Switzerland  by  a  local  head  teacher. 

Visit  to  several  local  works. 

Christmas  party  with  entertainment  by  Scottish  Country  Dancers. 

In  addition  various  other  events  have  been  organised  such  as 
beetle  drives,  fish  and  chip  suppers,  together  with  visits  by  coach  to 
Trentham  Gardens  and  Alton  Towers. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT,  1959 

Number  of  patients  referred  to  Local  Health  Authority  during  year  ended  31.12.61 
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SECTION  D. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Health  Education 

An  intensive  programme  of  health  education  by  means  of  posters, 
press  notices,  lectures  and  talks  to  various  groups  has  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Wide  publicity  has  been  given  by  these  means 
to  all  types  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  and  by  personal  contact 
by  members  of  our  medical,  health  visiting,  midwifery  and  nursing 
staffs. 

The  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on  “Smoking  and, 
Health’ '  has  proved  to  be  a  most  valuable  piece  of  health  education, 
and  local  authorities  have  endeavoured  to  cash  in  on  its  impact  om 
the  public  by  following  up  with  intensive  publicity  campaigns.  In, 
Walsall,  in  addition  to  using  publicity  material  supplied  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  we  have  aimed  our  main  efforts  on  youth 
organisations  and  senior  schools  by  means  of  talks  by  doctors  and! 
nurses  and  personal  contact  with  school  children  and  parents  at  school! 
medical  inspections. 

Requests  from  various  organisations  for  members  of  the  medical 
and  nursing  staff  to  give  talks  on  the  work  of  the  department  have: 
been  complied  with.  The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  has  lectured 
to  a  number  of  organisations  on  various  aspects  of  public  health  and 
the  services  which  are  available,  and  her  talks  have  been  much 
appreciated.  In  addition  health  visiting  staff  gave  a  number  of  talks 
to  various  voluntary  organisations. 

Mothercraft  classes  were  continued  for  young  mothers  expecting 
their  first  babies,  a  course  of  seven  lectures  being  given  by  health: 
visiting  and  midwifery  staff.  The  lectures  cover  all  aspects  of  ante-- 
natal  care,  preparation  for  confinement  and  care  of  mother  and  baby. 
The  final  session  of  the  course  is  devoted  to  a  fathercraft  class,  which:: 
is  quite  well  attended  and  provides  means  of  educating  young  fathers 
in  the  care  of  mother  and  baby.  During  the  year  263  expectantu 
mothers  made  923  attendances  at  mothercraft  classes. 

Mothercraft  and  hygiene  lectures  were  given  at  schools  as  far  as 
the  staffing  position  would  allow.  13  classes  were  held  and  102  lectures 
given.  During  1961  one  secondary  modem  school  had  a  variation 
of  its  mothercraft  teaching,  more  emphasis  being  placed  on  the 
practical  side.  The  pupils  not  only  watched  a  demonstration  of  baby 
bathing,  making  a  feed,  sterilisation  of  equipment,  making  up  a 
cot,  etc.,  but  were  given  the  opportunity  to  carry  out  these  duties: 
themselves  under  supervision.  The  examination  at  the  end  of  the 
course  of  lectures  has  been  practical  as  well  as  theoretical.  Many 
girls  do  exceptionally  well  and  obviously  enjoy  this  innovation  asj 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  113  first  class  and  121  second  class  mother-i 
craft  certificates  were  awarded  to  senior  school  girls. 
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It  is  felt  that  both  the  theoretical  and  the  practical  side  of  this 
type  of  health  education  should  be  given  in  every  secondary  modern 
school  in  the  town,  but  it  is  a  luxury  which  the  continued  acute 
shortage  of  health  visitors  makes  impossible. 

The  Health  Department  has  its  own  film  projector  and  from  time 
to  time  suitable  films  are  shown  during  the  course  of  lectures,  there 
being  a  number  of  useful  films  available  for  this  purpose.  The  officers 
concerned,  medical  and  nursing  staff  in  particular,  often  give  freely 
of  their  own  time  for  these  lectures,  and  thanks  are  due  to  these 
officers  for  their  enthusiasm  and  concern  for  this  aspect  of  our  work. 

Nursing  Homes 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  nursing  homes  registered 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  was  one  Home  for  Disabled  and  Old  Persons,  registered 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  in  operation  at  the  end  of 
1961. 

The  Senior  Medical  Officer  has  paid  ten  visits  during  the  year. 

Medical  Examinations 

The  medical  staff  of  the  health  department  carry  out  medical 
examinations  on  behalf  of  the  various  corporation  departments  on 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  superannuation  scheme  and  also  act 
as  medical  examiners  in  cases  where  corporation  employees  are 
reported  to  be  medically  unfit  to  continue  in  the  Council’s  service. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  medical  examinations 


carried  out  during  the  year :  — 

Transport  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  277 

Education  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Public  Works  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Housing  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Children  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Town  Clerk’s  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fire  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Baths,  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department  ...  ...  25 

Welfare  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Police  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Public  Libraries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Weights  and  Measures  Department  ...  ...  ...  1 

Workshops  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


669 
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Pathological  Examinations 

The  arrangement  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and 
bacteriological  specimens  by  the  National  Laboratories  Service  has 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  laboratory,  situated  at  Stafford, 
is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  service  is  a  complete  one  covering  all  our  possible 
requirements. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  send  specimens  for 
examination  regularly  and  the  service  is  also  open  to  any  of  the 
local  medical  practitioners.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk 
and  other  specimens  is  also  carried  out. 

National  Assistance-  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

Action  was  taken  under  the  procedure  as  modified  by  the  National 
Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  in  respect  of  one  person  who  was 
in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  refused  to  enter  Part  III 
accommodation  voluntarily.  The  appropriate  certificates  were  issued 
and  compulsory  removal  carried  out. 

Cremation. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee  to  the 
Walsall  Corporation  under  the  regulations  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
Cremation  Act,  1902,  and  is  responsible  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
final  authority  to  cremate. 

During  1961  certificates  were  given  in  respect  of  415  deaths; 
of  persons  who  had  resided  in  Walsall,  and  381  in  respect  of  persons; 
who  had  resided  outside  the  Borough,  a  total  of  796. 

• 

As  it  is  not  always  possible  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to; 
be  present  on  all  occasions  when  authority  to  cremate  is  required,, 
authority  was  requested  for  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  act  in  his; 
absence,  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Senior; 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  have  been  appointed; 
Approved  Deputies  by  the  Council  with  the  sanction  of  the  Home; 
Office. 


Nurseries  and  Child-Minders 

The  Nurseries  and  Child-minders  Regulation  Act,  1949  provides; 
for  the  registration  of  nurseries  and  child-minders,  where  children; 
numbering  more  than  two  and  who  come  from  more  than  one  house¬ 
hold  are  cared  for.  The  Act  does  not  apply  to  the  care  of  children 
by  relatives. 

The  care  of  such  children  in  Walsall  has  never  been  a  serious 
problem  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  premises  or  persons  had) 
been  registered  under  the  Act. 
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Blind  Persons 

The  care  of  blind  persons  is  a  function  of  the  Welfare  Committee 
in  Walsall,  and  they  work  in  close  conjunction  with  the  Walsall, 
Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind.  There  is  a  modern 
institution  and  workshops  for  the  blind  in  the  town  and  the  facilities 
and  care  provided  are  of  the  best. 

At  the  end  of  1961  there  were  269  Walsall  residents  on  the  register 
for  the  blind  and  35  on  the  register  for  the  partially-sighted. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

ON  THE 

Work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County 

Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  my  annual  report  for  1961  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  in  the  Borough. 

PART  1— ADMINISTRATION 

The  past  year  has  again  seen  a  number  of  staffing  changes. 

On  1st  February,  1961,  Mr.  J.  P.  Barton  took  up  his  post  as 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  E.  Bayley. 

There  was  a  welcome  re-inforcement  of  the  staff  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors  by  the  return  to  duty  from  National  Service  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Payne  on  23rd  January,  1961,  and  Mr.  F.  Coldrick  on  2nd  February, 
1961.  Mr.  Payne  took  up  duties  as  a  District  Inspector  and  Mr. 
Coldrick  as  a  full-time  Meat  Inspector. 

On  16th  February,  1961,  Mr.  K.  Coe,  employed  as  a  District 
Inspector,  obtained  the  Diploma  in  the  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other 
^oods  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Jones  was  appointed  as  a  Pupil  Public  Health 
fnspector  on  4th  August,  1961  to  commence  his  technical  training  by 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Department.  It  was  arranged  that 
Mr.  Jones  would  be  released  from  his  existing  teaching  post  to 
commence  his  practical  duties  in  the  Health  Department  on  1st 
January,  1962. 

On  4th  September,  1961,  the  first  lady  Pupil  Inspector,  Miss 
Lynne  D.  Newton,  commenced  work  in  the  department. 

An  additional  clerical  appointment  was  made  on  13th  November, 
1961,  when  Mr.  A.  E.  Hubbold  was  appointed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Meati 
Inspectors'  Office. 
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The  5th  June,  1961,  saw  the  retirement,  after  25  years'  service, 
of  Mr.  S.  Payne,  the  foreman  in  charge  of  the  Disinfestation  Depot 
at  Bloxwich.  A  presentation  was  made  to  Mr.  Payne  on  behalf  of  his 
colleagues  in  the  department  in  recognition  .of  his  long  and 
conscientious  service.  Mr.  F.  Westwood,  Assistant  Disinfestation 
Foreman,  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Foreman  and  Mr.  R.  Bagnall, 
Disinfestation  Assistant,  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Assistant 
Foreman. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  the  department  had  practically 
its  full  establishment  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  other  staff.  Any 
hope,  however,  of  making  any  spectacular  progress  in  the  work  of 
environmental  hygiene  was  soon  dispelled. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  staff  consists  of  a  limited  number 
of  inspectors  on  specialist  duties,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
inspectors  on  general  duties  covering  a  particular  district  of  the  town. 
This  organisation  has  served  the  department  well  in  the  past  but  is 
no  longer  suitable  to  cope  with  present  day  demands. 

There  has  been  a  vast  increase  in  post-war  legislation  directly 
affecting  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  Some  eleven  Acts 
of  Parliament,  with  over  thirty  Regulations  of  varying  length  and 
complexity,  could  be  enumerated.  In  consequence,  the  increasing 
technicality  of  the  work  has  required  the  strengthening  of  the  specialist 
sections  of  the  department  by  the  allocation  of  technical  and  clerical 
•  assistance  to  these  sections,  at  the  expense  of  general  district  work. 
Unfortunately,  general  district  work  —  covering  such  work  as  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  the  removal  of  itinerant  caravan  dwellers, 
the  control  of  rodents  and  other  pests  —  is  the  very  work  which 
demands  immediate  attention.  The  public  expects  this  attention  and 
they  are  no  longer  prepared  to  tolerate  conditions  which  would  have 
been  accepted  in  former  years.  A  plea  of  staff  shortage  is  seldom 
accepted  as  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  any  apparent  inactivity 
of  the  department. 

The  past  year  has,  therefore,  largely  been  occupied  in  dealing 
with  the  day  to  day  demands  in  the  department.  Although  some 

! progress  has  been  made  in  all  sections,  it  is  only  in  the  housing 
section  that  progress  can  be  said  to  have  been  steadily  sustained. 

)  To  wards  the  end  of  the  year  the  situation  had  become  so  difficult  thal 
the  Health  Committee  authorised  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive 
report  on  the  future  organisation  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  report  will  form  the  basis  of  an  improved 
service  to  the  public  in  the  coming  year. 

A  considerable  improvement  in  the  service  to  the  public,  in  the 
Northern  part  of  the  town,  has  already  been  effected  by  the  provision 
of  a  sub-office  of  the  department  at  the  Bloxwich  Depot.  The  office 
formerly  used  by  the  foremen  was  taken  over  and  adapted;  a  new 
office  being  provided  for  the  foremen  by  the  conversion  of  other 
buildings.  Two  district  inspectors  and  a  clerk  were  allocated  from 

. 

, 
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No.  of  public  No.  of  No.  of  owners  Total 
sewers  cleansed  properties  involved  and  cost 
or  maintained  involved  notices  served  recovered 

137  544  362  £630 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  sum  recovered  from  individual 
owners  was  approximately  thirty-five  shillings.  Each  notice  must 
be  preceded  by  careful  investigation  by  a  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Subsequently  the  same  notice  must  be  followed  by  further  documents, 
and  the  usual  book-keeping  entries.  In  cases  of  dispute  considerable 
correspondence  may  also  arise. 

The  cost  of  recovering  these  small  amounts  for  drainage  work 
has  received  careful  consideration  during  the  year,  particularly  in 
relation  to  making  the  best  use  of  existing  staff.  The  employment 
of  an  additional  workman  to  carry  out  simple  drain  clearance,  free  of 
charge,  or  the  waiving  of  charges  for  small  accounts  are  two 
possibilities  under  consideration. 

The  work  set  out  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  is  largely  concerned 
with  minor  repairs,  or  defects  requiring  urgent  attention.  The 
provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  permit  the  service 
of  notices  requiring  the  extensive  repair  of  property  which  is 
substantially  sound,  but  in  need  of  repair.  The  section  is  a 
re-enactment  of  a  similar  section  contained  in  the  1956  Act.  It  is 
regretted  that  for  many  years  it  has  been  impossible  because  of  staff 
shortages  to  undertake  the  necessary  survey  work,  and  preparation  of 
estimates  which  would  enable  Section  9  to  be  used.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  object  of  the  section  is  to  prevent  the  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  old  property  into  the  future  slums,  the  need  to  make  sustained 
use  of  this  section  at  the  first  opportunity  is  seen  to  be  increasingly 
necessary. 

Rent  Act  procedure 

The  following  figures  show  the  substantial  decline  in  the  use  of 


the  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957  since  the  Act 

came 

into  force. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1957 

1960 

1961 

Applications  for  Certificates  . 

147 

22 

7 

Certificates  issued 

90 

11 

2 

Undertakings  given  by  landlord  in  lieu  of 
issue  of  Certificate  . 

31 

7 

3 

Applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates 

19 

10 

4 

Certificates  cancelled 

17 

4 

5 

I  he  figures  for  any  particular  year  do  not  balance  because  of  the 
time  lag  between  various  stages  of  the  procedure. 


Unfit  Houses 

Work  on  the  Corporation’s  slum  clearance  programme  proceeded 
steadily  throughout  the  year;  365  unfit  houses  (excluding  4  already 
subject  to  demolition  orders)  being  represented  to  the  Health 
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Committee  for  action  either  in  clearance  areas  or  individually.  14 
new  clearance  areas  were  represented  involving  a  total  of  307  houses. 
All  of  these  areas  and  the  resulting  Orders  are  set  out  in  the  following 
list :  ■ — 

1.  The  Walsall  (Station  Street,  Bloxwich)  Clearance 

Area  1961  .  12  houses 


This  area  became  the  Walsall  (Station  Street, 
Bloxwich)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961. 

2.  The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  1)  Clearance  Area 
1961 

x  y  vy  x  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3.  The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  2)  Clearance  Area 

1  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4.  The  Walsall  (Green  Lane  No.  3)  Clearance  Area 

1 9  6 1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5.  The  Walsall  (Margaret  Street)  Clearance  Area  1961 

6.  The  Walsall  (Blue  Lane  West)  Clearance  Area  1961 

The  above  areas  were  combined  to  form  the 
Walsall  (Margaret  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1961. 
Three  houses,  Nos.  16  and  18,  Algernon  Street 
and  41,  Green  Lane,  originally  included  in  the 
Clearance  Areas  solely  because  they  were  unfit 
due  to  congestion  (and  coloured  pink  hatched 
yellow  on  the  map)  were  removed  from  the 
Clearance  Order. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Clearance 
order  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 


4  houses 

4  houses 

5  houses 
53  houses 
14  houses 


7.  The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Street  No.  1) 

Clearance  Area  1961  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  houses 


8.  The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Street  No.  2) 

Clearance  Area  1961  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  houses 

These  two  areas  were  combined  to  form  The 
Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Street)  Clearance  Order 
1961. 


9.  The  Walsall  (Pleck  No.  1)  Clearance  Area  1961 

10.  The  Walsall  (Pleck  No.  2)  Clearance  Area  1961  .. 

11.  The  Walsall  (Pleck  No.  3)  Clearance  Area  1961  ... 

12.  The  Walsall  (Pleck  No.  4)  Clearance  Area  1961  ... 

13.  The  Walsall  (Pleck  No.  5)  Clearance  Area  1961  ... 

The  method  of  dealing  with  these  areas  had  not 
been  decided  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

14.  The  Walsall  (New  Street,  Bloxwich)  Clearance 
Area  1961 

This  area  became  The  Walsall  (New  Street, 
Bloxwich)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1962. 


58 

111 

5 

8 

9 


7 


houses 

houses 

houses 

houses 

houses 


houses 


Total  ...  307  houses 
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The  figure  of  307  is  for  houses  actually  represented  in  areas  and 
must  be  adjusted  to  304  following  the  exclusion  of  three  pink  hatched 
yellow  houses  in  the  Walsall  (Margaret  Street)  Clearance  Order  1961. 

Six  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  the  subject  of  Public 
Inquiries  and  visits  by  the  Minister’s  representatives  during  the  year. 
Details  are  as  follows :  — 

1.  The  Walsall  (Union  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 
1962,  was  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  held  on  27th  June,  1961,  by  Mr. 
T.  H.  Clayton,  Dip.T.P.,  A.R.I.B.A.  Objections  were  raised  against 
the  inclusion  of  certain  business  premises  in  the  order. 

2.  The  Walsall  (Little  London)  (Part  III)  (Part  V) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961. 

This  inquiry  was  held  by  Mr.  H.  E.  A.  Jackson,  A.R.I.C.S., 
A. A. I.,  M.R.S.H.,  on  5th  July,  1961.  No  objections  to  the  Part  III 
Order  were  made  but  many  with  regard  to  the  Part  V  Order. 

3.  The  Walsall  (Whitehouse  Street)  (Part  III)  and  (Part 
V)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961. 

An  inquiry  was  held  on  15th  August,  1961,  by  Mr.  A.  Burton- 
Stibbon,  M.I.Mun.E.  Objections  were  raised  against  the  inclusion  of 
certain  properties  which  had  been  coloured  grey  on  the  Part  III  map. 
Many  objections  to  properties  in  the  Part  V  area  were  also  heard. 

4.  The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Street)  Clearance  Order 
1961  and  The  Walsall  (Station  Street,  Bloxwich)  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  1961,  were  visited  by  Mr.  Burton-Stibbon  on  27th 
October,  1961,  but  as  no  objections  were  made  an  inquiry  was  not 
held. 


5.  The  Walsall  (Margaret  Street)  Clearance  Order,  1961. 

An  inquiry  was  held  on  5th  December,  1961  by  Mr.  B.  J. 
Fleming,  A.R.I.B.A.,  when  a  number  of  objections  to  the  inclusion 
of  the  properties  in  the  Order  was  heard. 

Confirmation  of  the  following  Orders  was  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government :  — 

1.  The  Walsall  (Wolverhampton  Street)  Clearance 

Order  1961  .  17  houses 

This  Order  was  confirmed  without  modification 
on  7th  December,  1961. 

2.  The  Walsall  (Union  Street)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order  1961  .  10  houses 

this  order  was  confirmed  on  5th  October,  1961, 
subject  to  the  modification  that  the  dewllinghouse 
and  shop  number  22,  Union  Street  should  not  be 
classed  as  unfit  but  should  be  included  amongst 
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the  property  coloured  grey  on  the  map.  The 
Minister  also  directed  that  a  well  maintained  pay¬ 
ment  should  be  made  in  respect  of  No.  31,  Union 
Street. 

3.  The  Walsall  (Little  London)  (Part  III) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1961  ...  ...  11  houses 

This  Order  was  confirmed  without  modification  on 
10th  October,  1961.  A  number  of  fit  houses  were 
also  included  in  this  Order  under  Part  V  of  the 
Housing  Act  and  their  inclusion  was  confirmed 
without  modification. 

In  addition  to  the  houses  represented  in  clearance  areas,  a 
number  of  individual  properties  were  dealt  with  under  Sections  16 
and  17  of  the  Housing  Acts  with  a  view  to  demolition  or  closure. 
Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  43  unfit  houses. 
Certificates  of  Unfitness  were  issued  in  respect  of  21  Corporation 
owned  houses  from  which  the  tenants  were  being  rehoused  prior  to 
demolition. 

During  the  year  220  families  were  rehoused  from  199  houses. 
Ihe  number  of  houses  made  available  for  rehousing  of  slum  clearance 
cases  fell  far  short  of  the  annual  300  allocated  and  which  are  necessary 
if  the  programme  is  to  be  completed  within  the  period  set  out.  This 
is  the  second  year  running  that  only  approximately  two-thirds  of  the 
allocated  number  of  houses  has  been  made  available,  resulting  in  a 
loss  over  the  two  years  of  214  houses. 

216  houses  were  demolished.  The  total  number  of  persons  moved 
was  682.  At  31st  December,  1961,  there  were  155  condemned  houses 
still  in  occupation.  The  total  number  of  houses  still  in  occupation 
which  included  both  confirmed  and  unconfirmed  Orders  is  471. 

The  summary  below  sets  out  in  detail  the  progress  made  during 
the  year  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  properties. 

Condemned  houses  still  in  occupation  at  1st  January,  1961  265 

Houses  represented  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Demolition 

or  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Certificates  of  Unfitness  in  respect  of  Council  owned 

properties  .  21 

Houses  represented  in  Clearance  Areas  .  307 

including  4  houses 
already  subject  to 
Demolition  Orders. 

Condemned  houses  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

Condemned  houses  demolished  . 216 

Condemned  houses  still  occupied  at  31st  December,  1961  ...  155 
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The  progressive  total  of  houses  dealt  with  since  1930  under  the 
slum  clearance  programme  is  summarised  as  follows :  — 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,450 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,715 

Approximate  number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  18,944 

During  1961  new  houses  in  Walsall  were  provided  by  the 
following  undertakers :  — 

(a)  Walsall  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

(b)  Private  Persons  (i)  Permanent  houses  ...  ...  264 

(ii)  New  dwellings  created  by  con¬ 
version  of  existing  properties  ...  5 

improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  enquiries  made  and  number  of  grants  approved 
has  remained  reasonably  constant  during  the  last  3  years. 

The  Housing  Act,  1961,  made  certain  alterations  in  the  legisla¬ 
tion  relating  to  improvement  grants.  Whereas  previously  it  had  not 
been  possible  to  permit  a  grant  towards  installing  a  W.C.  indoors  if 
adequate  accommodation  was  already  attached  to  the  house,  it  wras 
now  made  obligatory  on  the  Corporation  to  require  an  indoor  W.C. 
in  all  cases  where  practicable  and  for  which  a  grant  would  be  paid. 
This  appears  to  rectify  discrepancies  which  became  apparent  when 
the  procedure  relating  to  standard  grants  was  authorised. 


The  summary  below  sets  out  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  discretionary  and  standard  grants  dealt  with  during  1961. 

Number  of  enquiries  received  ... 

...  ...  ... 

237 

Discretionary 

Grants 

Standard 

Grants 

Applicants  considered  ... 

143 

58 

Applications  approved  ... 

136 

54 

Total  cost  of  all  grants  approved  during  the  year:  — 
Discretionary  grants  ...  ...  ...  £22,309  7  9 

Standard  Grants  ...  ...  ...  £6,505  0  0 


Information  as  to  “life”  of  properties 

The  department  continues  to  deal  with  a  substantial  number  of 
enquiries  in  respect  of  the  prospective  life  of  houses.  It  is  estimated 
that  over  a  thousand  verbal  enquiries  from  members  of  the  public 
were  answered  during  the  year  and  replies  were  sent  to  259  letters 
of  enquiry.  In  addition,  1568  answers  to  legal  searches,  made  when 
property  changes  hands,  were  submitted  to  the  Town  Clerk’s 
department. 
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Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

In  November,  1961,  the  Housing  Act,  1961  came  into  force  and 
brought  with  it  much  needed  legislation  dealing  with  houses  in 
multiple  occupation. 

Walsall  has  about  250  of  this  type  of  house  and  the  number  is 
steadily  increasing.  The  majority  are  occupied  by  coloured 
immigrants.  The  operation  of  the  Act  has  been  held  up  due  to  the 
fact  that  Management  Regulations  to  be  made  under  Section  13  of 
the  Act  have  not  yet  been  published,  but  preliminary  surveys  have 
been  made  with  a  view  to  assessing  the  difficulties  and  problems  to 
be  overcome. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  between  Public  Health  Inspectors  of 
Midland  authorities  and  other  meetings  are  to  be  held  to  formulate  a 
common  and  reasonable  set  of  standards.  It  was  obvious  from  these 
discussions  that  there  are  many  problems  to  be  overcome  and  that 
the  working  of  these  sections  of  the  Act  will  entail  much  extra  work 
in  the  field  and  in  administration.  It  is  hoped  to  give  a  comprehensive 
account  of  this  work  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 


PART  3— TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS 


The  unauthorised  parking  of  caravans  on  vacant  land  has  again 
occupied  a  great  deal  of  time.  Most  of  these  caravans  were  of  the 
motor  drawn  type.  These  caravans  are  extremely  well-fitted 
internally  but  lack  the  basic  hygienic  requirements  of  a  proper 
drainage  system,  a  water  closet,  water  supply  or  dustbins.  The 

1  experiences  of  previous  years  have  been  repeated.  The  sites  chosen 
by  these  itinerant  caravanners  become  littered  with  the  dirt  and  debris 
of  their  day-to-day  living,  and  their  trading  activities  in  metal,  scrap 
and  old  rags.  In  addition,  the  unruly  behaviour  of  many  of  the 
t  caravan  dwellers  gives  justifiable  cause  for  complaint,  from  people 
-  living  near  the  site  chosen  as  a  pitch  for  the  caravan. 

IThe  measures  taken  to  deal  with  these  caravans  were  decided 
upon  in  a  joint  consultation  with  the  Chief  Constable  and  Borough 
Engineer.  In  previous  years  it  has  been  the  practice  to  serve  notices 
upon  the  occupants  of  the  caravans  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
106  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1930  and  to  commence  legal 
■  proceedings.  The  time  wasting  and  frustrating  nature  of  this 
i  attempted  method  of  enforcement  was  commented  upon  in  last  year’s 
(]  report. 


fi 

f 
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Under  new  arrangements,  upon  the  appearance  of  caravans  in 
the  district,  a  tractor  is  sent  from  the  North  Walsall  Depot  to  haul  the 
caravans  off  the  site.  The  police  and  a  public  health  inspector 
accompany  the  tractor  to  the  site.  Normally  the  caravans  are  moved 
by  their  owners  without  trouble,  and  only  on  three  occasions  has  it 
been  necessary  to  actually  tow  caravans  off  the  site. 
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This  procedure  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  the  number  of  visits 
made  by  inspectors  of  the  department  has  been  reduced  from  1,141  in 
1961  to  839  in  the  present  year,  and  the  average  time  spent  weekly 
on  this  business  from  19  hours  to  11  hours. 

Whilst  a  short  term  solution  to  the  problem  of  these  itinerant 
caravanners  has  been  found,  no  one  could  claim  that  the  ultimate 
solution  has  been  found.  Considerable  publicity  has  been  given  in  the 
national  press  to  the  problem  of  gypsies  and  itinerant  caravan 
dwellers,  moved  on  from  one  site  to  another.  It  is  possible  to  feel 
that  the  measures  adopted  by  local  authorities  are  too  harsh,  until 
one  has  a  close  experience  of  the  nuisance  and  trouble  these  cara¬ 
vanners  can  cause  in  a  district.  There  is  no  doubt  that  before  a 
satisfactory  solution  can  be  found  there  will  have  to  be  some  evidence 
of  a  willingness  to  co-operate  on  the  part  of  the  itinerant  carvanners, 
and  some  desire  to  live  in  harmony  with  other  members  of  the 
community.  So  far  there  is  no  evidence  of  such  willingness  or  desire. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

This  Act  controls  the  use  of  sites  for  residential  caravans.  As 
reported  in  my  last  annual  report,  this  Act  came  into  force  on  29th 
August,  1960.  A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  entailed  in  tracing 
the  various  caravans  stationed  in  the  town,  and  deciding  which  site-' 
needed  to  be  licensed.  It  was  finally  found  necessary  to  license  only 
10  sites  in  respect  of  32  caravans.  All  applications  for  licences  were 
>eferred  to  the  planning  department  since  no  licence  can  be  issued 
until  planning  permission  is  granted  for  the  site. 

The  planning  requirements,  and  the  recommendations  of  the 
Chief  Fire  Officer  are  incorporated  in  the  licence  conditions,  which 
thus  cover  all  planning,  fire  and  health  aspects  of  the  site.  A  reason¬ 
able  time  has  been  allowed  in  the  licence  conditions  to  carry  out  any 
necessary  works,  and  during  1961  work  has  progressed  satisfactorily. 

One  site  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  caravan  site  as  the  result  of 
enforcement  action  by  the  department  during  the  year. 


PART  4— FOOD 

The  provisions  of  Food  and  Drugs  law  administered  by  the 
public  health  inspector  are  set  out  under  the  following  headings:  — 

(a)  Slaughtering  facilities. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Meat. 

(c)  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  administration. 

(d)  Unwholesome  food  condemned. 

(e)  Foods  of  unsatisfactory  quality. 

(f)  Milk. 

(g)  Ice  Cream. 

(h)  Food  Hygiene. 

(i)  Sampling — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
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(a)  Slaughtering  Facilities 

On  the  17th  October,  1959,  the  Council  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  a  Slaughterhouse  Report  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958, 
setting  out  the  existing  and  probable  future  slaughterhouse  require¬ 
ments  of  the  district.  A  letter  was  received  by  the  Council  on  the  12th 
December,  1961,  stating  that  the  Ministry  had  accepted  the  Report 
as  submitted  by  the  Council  and  laid  down  the  1st  January,  1963  as 
the  date  by  which  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  should  be  brought 
up  to  the  standards  stipulated  in  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations  1958.  The  effect  of  the  Ministry’s  decision  is 
that  within  the  next  year  considerable  alterations  and  improvements 
will  be  necessary  to  the  existing  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  the 
Borough. 


(b)  Inspection  of  Meat 


Genera!  Review 

Because  of  severe  staff  shortages  at  the  time  of  the  preparation 
of  this  report,  it  is  regretted  that  the  material  is  largely  confined  to  a 
revision  of  last  year’s  report,  with  current  statistics  inserted  in  the 
text. 


During  1961  the  carcases  and  offals  of  84,070  animals  were 
inspected;  this  is  an  increase  on  1960  of  5J%  when  79,484  animals 
were  inspected. 

Inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Kelley,  Mr.  J.  W.  Fairless  and  Mr.  F. 
Coldrick,  who  returned  from  his  service  with  Her  Majesty’s  Forces 
in  February. 

The  weight  of  diseased  meat  and  offals  condemned  during  1961 
was  approximately  87  tons.  Tables  1  and  2  on  pages  57  and  58 
give  an  outline  of  the  diseases  encountered. 

Heat  condemned  because  of  Bruising 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year  there  has  been  a  drop  in  the  weight 
of  bruised  meat  condemned,  4,838  lbs.  having  been  condemned. 

Congenital  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

For  the  second  year  a  nil  return  can  be  given  for  tuberculosis  in 
calves;  this  is  no  doubt  related  to  the  success  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Eradication  Scheme. 
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Cysticercosis 

All  meat  and  offals  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis 
were  condemned  and  are  listed  below.  The  remaining  healthy  offals 
and  carcases  were  refrigerated  for  21  days  at  20  degrees  Fahrenheit 
to  render  them  safe  for  human  consumption.  Condemnations  for 
cysticercus  bovis :  — 


Offals 


1331 


Part  Carcases 


r 


Whole  carcases  and  all  organs  — 


Total  Cattle  Slaughtered 
and  examined  ...  9,561 


The  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  in  cattle  for  this  year  is  1.31% 
and  is  in  keeping  with  the  average  percentage  at  Walsall  Abattoir. 


Cysticercus  ovis  is  a  similar  condition  found  in  sheep,  but  which 
is  not  transmissible  to  man.  During  the  year  44  localised  cases  of 
cysticercus  ovis  were  discovered. 


Casualty  and  Emergency  Slaughtered  Animals 

Animals  which  have  been  involved  in  accidents,  or  have  been 
injured  or  have  been  in  contact  with  disease,  or  are  suffering  from 
sickness,  are  received  at  the  slaughterhouse  regularly  from  a  very  wide 
area  by  arrangement  with  a  farmers’  marketing  organisation  which 
makes  provision  for  the  slaughtering  of  such  animals.  Altogether  856 
such  animals  were  received  throughout  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  Area  Eradication  Plan 

The  compulsory  eradication  of  tuberculosis  in  the  centre  of 
England  started  in  March,  1960,  with  the  introduction  of  "The 
Tuberculosis  (Central  England  Eradication  Area)  Order  1960".  By 
the  end  of  1960,  57  cattle  had  been  admitted  to  the  abattoir  for 
slaughter,  and  during  the  early  months  of  1961  a  further  6  were 
admitted,  all  of  which  had  been  subjected  to  tests  by  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  had  reacted  to  the 
tuberculin  test.  Post-mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  on  all 
these  reactors  and  reports  made  to  the  appropriate  Animal  Health 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  reintroduction  of  tuberculosis  infections 
into  our  national  herds  of  cattle,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  cause  all  cattle  imported  for  immediate  slaughter  (unless  of 
"Accredited",  "attested"  or  "once  tested"  status)  to  be  licensed  from 
the  place  of  landing  to  30  selected  slaughtering  centres  in  the  country. 
Walsall  has  been  selected  as  one  of  these  slaughtering  centres. 

During  the  year  64  letters  were  sent  to  the  Animal  Health 
Division  at  Stafford  concerning  75  animals  of  imported  origin  and  20 
home  produced  animals  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis. 


57 


Diseased  Meat  and  Offals 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  meat  and  offals  found 

to  be  diseased,  unsound  and  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
year: — • 


TABLE  1 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: _ 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Lbs. 

Carcase  meat 

23 

6 

2 

25 

Offals  . 

56 

7 

1 

25 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Carcase  meat  . 

2 

17 

0 

20 

Offals  . 

4 

8 

3 

13 

87 

0 

0 

27 

: 
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TABLE  2 

1961 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

9,085 

476 

3,548 

48,882 

22,079 

_ 

Number  inspected  ... 

9,085 

476 

3,548 

48,882 

22,079 

— 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

6 

13 

85 

117 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

4,975 

317 

54 

8,212 

8,582 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

54.82% 

67.86% 

1.89% 

16.95% 

39.35% 

TUBERCULOSIS : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

89 

5 

— 

— 

456 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.04% 

1.05% 

2.08% 

CYSTICERCOSIS: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

128 

5 

44 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

128 

5 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ... 

' 

Total  number  of  carcases  examined  ...  ...  ...  84,070 
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(c)  Disease  of  Animals  Act  Adminstraton 

Work  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1950  is  carried  out  in 
the  main  by  the  department’s  whole-time  meat  inspectors,  from  the 
Shortacre  Street  office.  Certain  important  functions  under  this  Act 
are  carried  out  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  by  the  Police.  Close  and 
effective  liaison  is  maintained  between  this  department,  the  Police 
and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

158  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  the  various 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and  Orders;  of  these  37  were  concerned  with 
the  Poultry  Premises  and  Vehicles  (Disinfection)  Order,  1956. 


Swine  Fever 

Walsall  became  part  of  a  designated  area  under  the  Swine  Fever 
(Infected  Area  Restrictions)  Order,  1958;  during  this  period  441 
licences  were  received  and  25  issued  covering  the  movement  of  3,832 
pigs  into  and  out  of  the  Borough. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

A  designated  area  under  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Controlled 
Area  Restrictions)  General  Order,  1958  was  in  force  during  the  period 
17th  to  24th  February,  and  Walsall  was  included.  102  licences  were 
issued  to  cover  the  movement  of  1,367  animals  to  the  abattoir. 


(d)  Unwholesome  Food  Condemned 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of 
foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year 
1961.  The  bulk  of  the  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection. 


Meat  and  Offal  (at  Slaughterhouse, 

T. 

C. 

0.  Lbs. 

Shortacre  Street) 

87 

— ■ 

—  27 

Tinned  and  other  foods 

9 

14 

—  15 

Total  ... 

96 

14 

1  14 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  of  tinned  and  other  foods 
)  condemned,  compared  with  approximately  3  tons  condemned  during 
1  1960,  is  largely  due  to  the  condemnation  of  large  quantities  of  yams, 
:  imported  for  sale  to  coloured  residents  in  the  town,  and  found  to  be 
j  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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(e)  Foods  of  Unsatisfactory  Quality 

A  total  of  41  food  complaints  was  lodged  with  the  department  by 
members  of  the  public  during  the  year,  as  follows :  — 

Foreign  bodies  in  bottles  ...  ...  ...  8 

Foreign  bodies  in  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dirty  bottles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

In  ten  cases  the  complaints  were  unfounded  and  no  further 
action  was  taken.  In  four  other  cases  the  complaint  was  the  concern 
of  an  adjoining  authority  and  the  complaint  was  passed  to  that 
authority.  Examples  of  complaints  being  made  in  error  arose  from 
the  apparent  discovery  of  pieces  of  glass  in  jam  or  tinned  salmon. 
Close  investigation  showed  that  pieces  of  glass  were  in  fact  crystallised 
sugar  or  salt. 

In  all  the  remaining  cases,  careful  investigations  were  made  into 
the  cause  of  the  complaint,  but  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
in  respect  of  any  of  the  complaints.  Many  factors  enter  into  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  action  to  be  taken  in  any  particular  food  complaint.  It  is 
undoubtedly  very  disconcerting  to  a  member  of  the  public  to  find  a 
foreign  body  in  some  foodstuff  but,  if  further  enquiries  show  that  this 
has  been  brought  about  by  the  mistake  of  one  employee  in  a  firm 
which  is  trying  to  produce  a  good  article,  there  w7ould  seem  to  be  little 
point  in  prosecuting  the  firm  concerned.  The  utmost  co-operation  is 
invariably  received  in  tracing  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  in  fact  it 
would  be  true  to  say  that  without  such  co-operation,  many  complaints 
could  not  be  fully  investigated.  It  has  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
many  of  the  complaints  arise  from  the  misuse  of  containers  by 
members  of  the  public  in  the  first  instance.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  the  case  of  milk  bottles,  which  are  often  returned  to  dairies  in  a 
deplorably  dirty  or  contaminated  condition,  or  containing  a  variety  of 
foreign  bodies  ranging  from  pieces  of  string  to  pieces  of  plastic  toy. 
It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  in  those  instances  where  prosecution 
would  be  warranted,  it  is  frequently  found  that  the  members  of  the 
public  concerned  are  unwilling  to  appear  in  court  to  give  the  necessary7 
evidence  and  no  proceedings  can  be  taken. 

In  all  the  complaints  investigated  the  recommendations  of  the 
department  were  accepted  and  put  into  practice  immediately  by  the 
firms  concerned. 


(f)  Milk 

Sampling 

90  samples  of  milk  wrere  bought  during  the  year  from  dairymen 
delivering  w7ithin  the  Borough.  These  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  to  determine  the  composition  of  the  milk  and 
its  freedom  from  adulteration.  All  the  samples  wrere  of  satisfactory 
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quality,  and  the  average  composition  of  all  samples  is  set  out  below, 
with  the  presumptive  standard  for  milk.  Milk  which  falls  below  this 
presumptive  standard  is  presumed  to  be  not  genuine  milk  as  obtained 
from  the  cow,  until  further  tests  and  investigations  are  carried  out  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  milk  is,  in  fact,  genuine.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  average  of  all  samples  is  above  the  presumptive 
standard. 


Solids  Not  Fat 

Fat 

Presumptive  standard 
for  genuine  milk 

8.5%  ... 

3%  (Ordinary  milk) 

4%  (Channel  Island  milk) 

Average  of  72  samples 
of  milk  (other  than 
Channel  Islands  milk) 

8.69%  ... 

3.77% 

Average  of  18  samples 
of  Channel  Islands 
milk 

9.03% 

4.48% 

A  further  523  samples  of  milk  were  taken  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford,  for  examination  by  certain  prescribed  tests  laid 
down  by  Milk  Regulations,  and  for  biological  examination  in  the  case 
of  milk  which  had  not  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment.  Particulars 
of  the  samples  taken  and  the  results  of  the  various  tests  are  set  out  in 
Table  4  on  page  67. 

419  samples  were  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  to 
determine  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk,  and  the  extent  of  bacterial 
contamination.  403  of  these  samples  were  of  milk  which  had  been 
pasteurised  and  16  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  which  had  not  been 
subjected  to  any  form  of  heat  treatment.  Of  the  samples  of  milk 
which  had  been  pasteurised,  25  were  declared  “void”  by  reason  of 
the  atmospheric  shade  temperature  exceeding  70°F.  during  the 
keeping  time.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  temperature  has  been  raised 
5°F.  from  that  of  the  previous  Regulations,  making  it  somewhat 
nearer  the  temperature  at  which  milk  has  to  be  stored  in  the  warmer 
weather  in  the  majority  of  homes.  Of  the  remaining  378  samples,  9 
failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test — 1  of  T.T.  Channel  Island  Milk  (farm 
bottled),  2  of  T.T.  Channel  Island  (Pasteurised),  6  of  Pasteurised 
which  included  5  x  l/3rd  pint  bottles  of  school  milk.  403  samples  of 
milk  which  had  been  pasteurised  were  given  the  Phosphatase  Test  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  efficiency  of  the  heat  treatment,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  cases  of  failure  were  fully  investigated,  and  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  traced  back  through  the  various  stages  of  distribution  and 
processing. 

In  the  case  of  Sterilised  Milk  there  were  104  samples  taken  and 
examined.  All  satisfied  the  Turbidity  Test  showing  that  temperature 
and  holding  time  requirements  had  been  satisfied. 
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The  biological  tests,  which  are  applied  to  milk  which  has  not  been 
subjected  to  heat  treatment,  showed  that  all  samples  were  free  from 
tubercle  bacilli,  but  that  three  were  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus.  It 
is  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  second  year  in  succession  the  absence 
of  tubercle  bacilli,  and  this  is  further  confirmation  of  the  virtual 
eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  cattle  in  the  country.  The  presence, 
however,  of  Brucella  abortus  in  three  milk  samples  is  disturbing.  This 
organism  is  the  cause  of  abortion  in  dairy  herds,  and  is  responsible  for 
considerable  economic  loss  to  farmers.  If  the  organism  finds  its  way 
into  the  milk  supply  it  may  give  rise  to  undulant  fever  in  the  con¬ 
sumer.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  are  imple¬ 
menting  a  vaccination  programme  which  should  eradicate  the  disease 
in  the  dairy  herds  of  the  country,  and  any  cases  of  infection  of  the 
milk  with  the  organism  are  immediately  notified  to  the  Ministry.  The 
infected  milk  is  sent  for  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation,  which  renders 
it  perfectly  safe. 

There  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  dairy  farms 
in  Walsall  to  9  at  the  beginning  of  1961.  Later  in  the  year  a  further 
farm  ceased  the  production  of  milk  whilst  unsatisfactory  cowsheds 
were  being  rebuilt.  Six  years  ago  there  were  16  dairy  farms  in  the 
Borough  and  the  figures  illustrate  the  steady  reduction  in  agricultural 
land  within  the  Borough. 

An  examination  of  milk  sampling  figures  over  the  past  few  years 
shows  the  comparative  rarity  with  which  milk  now  falls  short  of  the 
prescribed  standards,  and  it  is  considered  that  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  the  sampling  programme  can  be  operated  more 
selectively.  It  is  intended  to  reduce  the  total  number  of  milk  samples 
taken  in  any  year,  and  largely  to  concentrate  the  remaining  sampling 
on  those  types  of  milk  where  unsatisfactory  results  might  be  expected. 
There  will  be  no  reduction  in  the  degree  of  protection  given  to  the 
public,  but  rather  a  more  economic  and  efficient  use  of  the  resources 

available  to  the  department. 

* 

Inspection  of  Dairies 

The  milk  distribution  depots  and  milk  processing  plants  in  the 
towns  were  visited  at  frequent  intervals.  In  the  case  of  one  plant  a 
number  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  led  to  a  detailed  investigation 
into  the  whole  system  of  processing  and  distribution.  Representatives 
of  the  firm  concerned  were  interviewed  by  the  Health  Committee,  and 
a  programme  of  improvements  was  agreed. 

The  problem  of  dirty  bottles  and  glass  in  bottles  continued  to 
occupy  a  great  deal  of  time,  both  of  the  dairy  companies  and  the 
department,  in  order  to  eliminate  all  possible  cause  for  complaint. 
Bonuses  are  paid  by  many  companies  to  employees  to  detect 
unsatisfactory  bottles;  scanning  equipment  is  installed;  and  a 
rota  of  operators  keep  watch  on  bottles  reaching  the  filling  machine; 
but  the  occasional  bottle  still  escapes  undetected.  Every  complaint  is 
carefully  investigated  to  determine  whether  there  has  been  any 
negligence  which  would  warrant  legal  proceedings. 
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As  a  check  on  the  bottle-washing  machines,  batches  of  six  bottles 
were  taken  between  the  washer  and  filler  on  32  occasions,  for 
bacteriological  examinations.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
calculated  on  the  mean  bacterial  count  on  a  1-pint  bottle.  On  only 
one  occasion  did  the  mean  bottle  count  exceed  2000,  which  is 
unsatisfactory.  On  five  occasions  the  count  was  fairly  satisfactory, 
between  600  and  2000,  and  on  26  occasions  the  count  was  below  600, 
which  is  satisfactory. 


(g)  See  Cream 

Sc 2  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1959 

88  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  examination  by  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  as  specified  in  the  above  Regulations.  The 
results  of  the  tests,  which  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford,  are  shown  in  Table  3  on  page  66.  It  will  be 
noted  that  of  the  12  ice  creams  which  are  grouped  in  Grades  3  and  4, 
only  1  sample  is  in  Grade  4.  These  samples  which  fell  into  Grade  3 
arose  from  faulty  cleaning  and  sterilisation  procedures,  and  the 
appropriate  action  was  taken  to  secure  an  improvement  in  the  methods 
used. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Regulations,  1959 

The  Public  Analyst  has  reported  that  24  samples  of  ice-cream 
taken  under  the  above  Regulations  satisfy  the  standards  laid  down. 

The  average  composition  of  the  samples,  showing  that  they  were 
well  above  the  minimum  standard,  is  as  follows:  — 


Milk  Solids 

None 

Milk 

other  than 

Milk 

Fat 

Fat 

Fat 

Only 

Standard 

7f  % 

5% 

5% 

Dairy  Ice  Cream  . 

9.68% 

. .  — 

10.6% 

Ice  Cream  Containing 

non-milk  Fat  ...  9.77%  ...  9.96%  ...  — 

(h)  Food  Hygiene 

During  the  year  a  start  has  been  made  on  wTork  to  bring  premises 
up  to  the  standards  required  by  the  Food  Flygiene  Regulations,  but 
once  again  the  v/ork  has  been  severely  hampered  by  staff  shortages. 
All  food  premises  controlled  and  managed  by  the  Corporation  have 
been  inspected  and  a  number  of  factory  canteens  have  been  inspected, 
but  a  great  deal  of  work  is  left  undone.  The  continued  sale  and 
preparation  of  food  under  unhygienic  conditions  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  concern  and  reference  to  this  concern  is  to  be  included 
in  the  report  authorised  by  the  Health  Committee  on  the  future 
organisation  and  operation  of  the  department. 


64 


(i)  Sampling— Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955 

23 7  samples  of  foods  on  sale  in  Walsall  shops  were  bought  for 
examination  and  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst.  7  of  these  samples, 
equivalent  to  2.9%  of  the  total  examined,  were  declared  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  unsatisfactory 


samples :  — 

Sample 

Serial 

No.  Description 

(Nature  of 
Contravention 

Action  taken 

1 

Fish  Sticks 

Labelling  omission 

Letter  to  firm. 

New  container 
issued  correctly 
labelled. 

42 

Instant  Coffee 

Contained 

400  ppm.  SOf 

Formal  sample 
taken. 

83 

Instant  Coffee 

Contained 

100  ppm.  SO^ 

Letter  to  manufact¬ 
urer  &  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisher¬ 
ies  &  Food. 

113 

Sponge  Sandwich 

Jam  &  Butter  Filling 

Fat  in  filling  only 

60%  butter. 

Letter  to  firm. 
Further  sample 
satisfactory. 

218 

Glace  Cherries 

Incorrect  labelling 

Letter  to  firm.  New 
container  issued  with 
correct  labelling. 

219 

Mixed  Peel 

Labelling  omission 

Letter  to  firm. 

New  container  issued 
correctly  labelled. 

26 

Chicken  Pie 

• 

The  firm  had  chosen  to 
declare  the  ingredients  on 
the  packet,  although 
exempted  from  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order.  They  had 
not,  however,  placed  the 

Letter  to  firm  who 
agree  to  issue  new 
packet  with  ingredi¬ 
ents  declared  on 
packet  in  order  of 
weight. 

ingredients  in  order  of 
weight. 

The  analyst  maintained 
that  when  a  firm  chose 
to  declare  the  ingredients 
they  should  comply  with 
the  Labelling  of  Food 
Order  and  declare  the 
ingredients  in  order  of 
weight. 

Detailed  List  of  Samples 

(Except  where  otherwise  indicated  one  sample  of  each  commodity 
was  taken). 


Apple  Charlotte;  Aspic  Jelly  Powder;  Beef  Burgers;  Beef  Curry 
with  Rice;  Beef  Steakettes;  Beef  Steak  Pie;  Beef  Steak,  Shredded; 
Braised  Beef,  Sliced;  Butter;  Butter  Cakes  5;  Buttered  Kipper  Fillets; 
Butter  Sponge  Syrup  Pudding;  Cherry  Genoa  Cake;  Chicken  Breast; 
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Chicken  Dinner;  Chicken  Pie  2;  Chicken  Supreme  Sliced;  Christmas 
Pudding  2;  Cocktail  Cherries;  Cooking  Oil  (Ground  Nut);  Crab 
Spread  with  Butter;  Cream,  tinned  3;  Dressed  Crab;  Eccles  Cakes 
(contain  pure  dairy  butter);  Fillets  of  Herring  in  lobster  sauce;  Fish 
Cakes  3;  Fish  Steaks;  Fish  Sticks  and  Fingers  3;  Fried  Herrings  in 
Mushroom  Sauce;  Frozen  Peas;  Fruit  drinks  and  mineral  waters  17; 
Glace  Cherries  9;  Glucose  with  Vitamin  D;  Gravy  Browning;  Ground 
Almonds  8;  Ground  Cinnamon;  Hamburger  Steak  Dinner  —  for  two; 
Honey  2;  Horseradish  Relish;  Horseradish  Sauce;  Ice-Cream  24;  Ice¬ 
cream  Powder;  Instant  Coffee  3;  Jam  Sponge  Pudding  (containing 
pure  dairy  butter);  Malt  Vinegar;  Marzipan  8;  Milk  90;  Mincemeat  3; 
Mixed  Peel  5;  Mixed  Spice;  Piccalilli  4;  Pork,  tinned;  Potato  Ruffles; 
Potato  Whirls;  Red  Cherries  in  Syrup;  Roast  Beef  ‘'Dinner  for  One”; 
Salmon  Spread  with  Butter;  Sponge,  butter  whip  filled;  Sponge 
Sandwich,  Jam  and  Butter  Filling  2;  Stewed  Steak  with  Onions; 
Turkey  in  Jelley;  Turkey  Pie. 


ICE  CREAM  HEAT  TREATMENT  REGULATIONS,  1959 
Result  of  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  1961 
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1957  82  ...  81.71  ...  18.29 

1958  106  ...  86.80  ...  13.20 

1959  106  ...  87.74  ...  12.26 

1960  120  ...  84.17  ...  15.83 

1961  88  ...  87.50  ...  12.50 


TABLE  4 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1960 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK,  RESULTS  FOR  1961 
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Methylene  Blue  Test  not  applied  by  reason  of  atmospheric  Shade  temperature  during  period  of  storage  exceeding  70°F. 
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PART  5— WATER  AND  SEWERAGE 


(a)  Water 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.  supply  the  whole  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall  and  the  following  information  has  been 
supplied  by  the  Engineer  in  Chief  of  the  Company. 

"The  water  supply  to  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

"The  supply  to  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall  is  derived  from 
Pumping  Stations  outside  the  boundaries.  The  Pumping  Stations  are 
examined  regularly  and,  where  treatment  is  installed,  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  also  carried  out. 

"During  1961  routine  samples  were  examined  within  the  County 
Borough  from  the  Walsall  Reservoirs,  Daisy  Bank  Crescent,  Walsall, 
the  Company’s  Depot  in  Bridgeman  Street  and  from  the  Pinfold  at 
Bloxwich.  35  of  the  36  samples  from  Walsall  Reservoirs  and  17  of 
the  19  samples  from  Daisy  Bank  Crescent  were  free  from  all  types  of 
coliform  bacteria.  34  Samples  from  the  Company’s  Depot  in  Bridge- 
man  Street  and  16  samples  from  the  Pinfold,  Bloxwich,  were  all  free 
from  coliform  bacteria. 


"The  average  chemical  results  for  1961  of  the  tap  samples  from 
Daisy  Bank  Crescent  and  Walsall  Depot  were: 


Daisy  Bank  Crescent  Walsall  Depot 

Walsall  Hednesford  Lichfield 

Parts  per  million 

pH  . 

7.0 

7.3 

7.4 

Alkalinity  (CaCO^) 

96 

109 

124 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

22.6 

35.4 

47.3 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

.013  ... 

.006 

.006 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.077  ... 

.058 

.050 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 
Oxygen  absorbed 

3.3 

3.2 

3.0 

(3  hr  at  27°C)  ... 

.93 

.64 

.56 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

91 

103 

119 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

112 

81 

73 

Total  Hardness 

203 

184 

192 

Iron  (Fe) 

•  •  • 

.03 

.09 

.10 

Manganese  (Mn) 

•  •  • 

.01 

Trace 

.01 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  & 

Pb) 

Nil 

Nil 

.03 

Free  Cl 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

"The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  all  the  samples 
being  free  from  any  appreciable  quantity  of  lead. 

"In  cases  of  possible  contamination  such  as  burst  or  damaged 
mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc..,  emergency  chlorination  is  performed. 
Special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains 
etc.  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
proved  satisfactory. 
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I  he  number  of  houses  with  a  piped  water  supply  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall  at  31st  December,  1961  was  37,175.  The  number 
of  houses  supplied  from  outside  taps  last  year  was  204;  these  houses 
are  included  in  the  total  of  37,175.  The  Company  have  no  accurate 
population  figures  for  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall,  but  the 
calculations  are  based  on  a  total  of  3.43  persons  per  house.” 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Company, 
samples  of  mains  water  are  taken  by  the  department’s  public  health 
inspectors.  Samples  are  also  taken  by  inspectors  of  the  department 
from  two  private  boreholes  in  the  town.  The  results  of  those  samples 
are  set  out  in  the  following  table :  — 


Classification  of  Samples  by  Coliform  Count 

Source  of 
Samples 

U 

Highly 

Satisfactory 

1  to  3 

Satisfactory 

4  to  10 

Suspicious 

Over  10 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Chemical 

Analysis 

Totals 

Boreholes 

37 

5 

3 

4 

2 

51 

S.S.W.W.  Co. 

13 

1 

— 

1 

2 

17 

50 

6 

3 

5 

4 

68 

- — * 

- - 

— • 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  obtained  from  the  mains  water  supply 
of  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.  was  reported  to  the 
Company.  Subsequent  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
high  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  samples  obtained  from  a  private 
borehole  gave  rise  to  some  concern,  but  no  immediate  danger  arose 
since  the  water  was  subjected  to  chlorination  before  further  use. 
Investigations  were  carried  out  into  the  cause  of  the  contamination, 
and  it  appealed  that  the  trouble  arose  from  a  defective  drainage 
system.  Repairs  to  the  drains  were  carried  out  and  no  further 
unsatisfactory  samples  have  been  obtained.  The  incident  illustrates 
the  need  for  constant  vigilance  in  respect  of  borehole  and  other  non- 
mains  water  supplies. 

(b)  Sewerage 

M.  E.  Habershon,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.Eng.,  Borough  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  has  written  the  following  note  with  respect  to 
sewerage :  — 

'The  Goscote  Joint  Sewage  Works,  which  serves  the  northern 
part  of  Walsall  and  part  of  Aldridge  Urban  District,  is  functioning 
satisfactory,  though  it  is  important  to  note  that  this  Works,  with  its 
recently  completed  extensions,  is  now  operating  at  design  capacity  and 
dealing  with  approximately  1.8  m.g.p.d.  of  dry  weather  flow  sewage. 
In  general,  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  for  this 
northern  area  of  Walsall  may  be  regarded  as  adequate  at  present. 

"So  far  as  the  central  and  southern  districts  of  Walsall  are 
concerned,  however,  the  situation  is  as  stated  last  year.  The 
Brockhurst  Sewage  Works,  which  serves  these  areas,  is  overloaded 
and  a  dry  weather  flow  of  approximately  6.15  m.g.p.d.  is  arriving 
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at  this  Sewage  Works,  which  has  a  design  capacity  of  4  m.g.  dry 
weather  flow  per  day.  The  design  of  the  extensions  is  in  hand  and 
it  is  hoped  to  submit  preliminary  details  for  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  the  very  near  future.  The  proposed  capacity  is 
8  m.g.p.d.  dry  weather  flow  which  should  enable  the  Works  to  deal 
with  the  anticipated  flow  and  increases  in  flow  for  some  time  to  come. 

"Last  year  I  referred  to  flooding  which  occurred  in  certain  parts 
of  the  central  area  of  Walsall.  British  Railways,  in  connection  with 
their  electrification  scheme,  are  investigating  the  flooding  which 
occasionally  occurs  under  heavy  rain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Station  and 
the  remedial  measures  they  propose  should  reduce  flooding  in  this 
area  to  a  certain  extent,  although  Bridgeman  Street  will  still  be  liable 
to  flooding  under  abnormal  conditions  of  rainfall.  It  would  appear 
that  the  flooding  in  this  area  can  only  be  relieved  by  the  reconstruction 
of  certain  major  sewers  and  it  is  hoped  to  proceed  with  schemes  for 
the  improvement  of  the  main  drainage  of  Walsall  after  dealing  with 
the  Brockhurst  Sewage  Works  extensions.  In  general,  as  redevelop¬ 
ment  of  areas  in  Walsall  proceeds,  old  sewers  are  either  reconstructed 
or  abandoned  and  new  sewers  are  built,  a  typical  case  being  the 
Digbeth  redevelopment  now  in  hand.  In  addition,  of  course,  certain 
sewers  in  the  older  parts  of  Walsall  are  overloaded  and  each  year  my 
Department  endeavours  to  carry  out  a  certain  amount  of  sewer 
reconstruction  and  relief  work,  but  the  improvement  of  the  drainage 
of  the  older  part  of  Walsall,  is  of  course,  a  long-term  programme 
closely  linked  with  redevelopment  proposals  for  these  areas.” 

part  6— atmospheric  pollution  and  noise  control 

In  order  to  minimise  any  possible  nuisance  which  might  arise 
from  the  emission  of  smoke,  fume,  grit  or  dust  from  any  new  installa¬ 
tion  the  department  has  inspected  191  plans  of  commercial  or 
industrial  premises.  Of  these,  31  involved  installations  which  might 
have  given  rise  to  smoke  emissions,  5  to  grit  or  dust  emission  and  12 
to  fume  nuisance.  Improvements  in  plant  installations  and  modifica¬ 
tions  to  4  chimney  heights  were  made  following  recommendations.  In 
addition,  in  5  instances  recommendations  were  made  with  respect  to 
possible  nuisances  from  noise  and  vibration. 

Dust  and  Fume  Control 

Following  the  survey  of  ironfoundries  last  year,  two  more  of  the 
factories  have  equipped  their  cupolas  with  wet  type  grit  arresters 
and  others  still  have  the  matter  under  consideration.  It  is  considered, 
however,  that  there  has  now  been  sufficient  time  for  the  majority  of 
the  firms  concerned  to  have  drawn  up  definite  proposals  and  if  the 
ensuing  year  does  not  see  substantial  progress  in  the  installation  of 
suitable  grit  arresters,  the  Corporation  will  be  forced  to  consider  legal 
proceedings.  A  prosecution  under  Section  5  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  was  instituted  against  one  of  the  larger  firms  for  having  no  grit 
arrester.  The  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £25  and  costs. 


71 


There  has  been  the  continued  close  co-operation  between  this 
department  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  Inspectors  under  the 
Alkali  etc.  Works  Act  with  a  view  to  minimising  nuisance  from  the 
various  registered  processes  in  the  Borough. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  town’s  first  3  Smoke  Control  Orders  became  operative  on 
the  1st  August  of  this  year  and  so  far  there  appears  to  have  been 
little  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  necessary  requirements. 

The  Walsall  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  4,  1961,  Ravensdale 
Estate,  in  respect  of  110  dwellings  (32  houses,  78  flats)  was  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  will  come  into 
force  on  1st  September,  1962. 

(b)  Industrial  Premises 

9  notifications  of  intention  to  install  new  fuel  burning  equipment 
as  required  by  Section  3  (3)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  were  received 
by  the  department.  No  request  for  prior  approval  of  the  proposals 
under  Section  3(2)  was  made. 

Once  again  no  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  offenders 
under  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  but  two 
firms  were  warned  verbally  and  informed  that  any  future  breaches 
would  render  them  liable  to  prosecution. 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Corporation  has  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  County  Borough  6  deposit  gauges  and  9  lead  peroxide  gauges 
to  record  atmospheric  pollution  in  Walsall.  Details  of  the  results  of 
the  chemical  analyses  of  the  contents  of  the  deposit  gauges  and  lead 
peroxide  instruments  are  set  out  in  Tables  5  and  6  on  pages  75  and  76 
and  in  the  form  of  graphs  on  pages  80  and  81. 

The  figures  from  these  gauges  have  been  made  available  to  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  as  part  of  a  national 
survey  of  air  pollution. 

Deposit  gauges  have  been  used  to  indicate  the  deposit  of  grit 
dust  and  similar  substances  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  month  and 
the  lead  peroxide  gauges  to  give  an  indication  of  the  sulphur  pollution 
present  in  the  atmosphere. 

Of  the  6  deposit  gauges  5  show  a  slight  decrease  in  pollution  as 
compared  with  last  year  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  instrument  at 
Sutton  Road,  the  amount  of  pollution  by  sulphur  dioxide  recorded  is 
!  also  slightly  less  than  last  year. 

In  addition  to  the  deposit  gauges  and  lead  peroxide  gauges,  two 
smoke  filters  and  volumetric  apparatus  have  been  in  operation  at  the 
i  Council  House  and  Bloxwich  Depot  for  a  number  of  years.  These 
i  instruments  also  indicate  the  amount  of  dirt  and  sulphur  in  the 
atmosphere. 
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The  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  had  been 
aware  for  some  time  that  the  deposit  gauges  and  lead  peroxide  gauges 
in  use  throughout  the  country  were  not  giving  a  satisfactory  assess¬ 
ment  of  atmospheric  pollution.  These  instruments  were  found  to  be 
too  much  affected  by  immediate  local  conditions  and  their  sites  had 
not  always  been  carefully  chosen.  In  addition,  the  authorities 
participating  in  the  National  Survey  were  not  particularly  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  the  various  types  of  towns  throughout  the  country. 

In  September,  1959,  the  Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating 
Bodies  for  Atmospheric  Pollution,  on  which  Walsall  is  represented,, 
decided  to  set  up  a  committee  to  advise  on  a  new  co-operative  scheme 
for  a  national  survey  of  air  pollution.  The  committee  reported  that! 
they  could  not  recommend  the  continued  use  of  deposit  gauges  and 
lead  peroxide  gauges  in  any  future  national  survey.  They  further 
stated  that  the  smoke  filter  and  the  volumetric  apparatus  gave  fairly 
accurate  readings  for  smoke  and  sulphur  respectively  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  these  two  gauges  be  used  in  the  future  national  survey. 

It  was  stressed  that  it  was  a  matter  for  each  individual  local! 
authority  concerned  to  decide  whether  to  retain  the  use  of  deposit 
gauges  and  lead  peroxide  gauges,  since  the  deposit  gauge,  in 
particular,  could  be  very  useful  to  determine  any  localised  grit  or  dust 
nuisance,  occurring  near  some  large  factory  such  as  an  ironworks., 
Lead  peroxide  gauges  also  had  their  uses  in  some  instances. 

One  hundred  carefully  selected  towns  of  varying  types  were  asked! 
to  co-operate  in  a  new  survey  and  Walsall  agreed  to  take  part.  It 
was  decided  that  in  each  town  an  instrument  should  be  placed  in  each 
of  the  following  five  types  of  district :  — 

1.  Residential  district  with  high  density. 

2.  Residential  district  with  low  density. 

3.  Industrial  working  district. 

4.  Other-  working  district,  e.g.,  commercial. 

5.  Smoke  Control  Area. 


Discussions  have  taken  place  in  Walsall  with  a  representative: 
of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  as  to  the: 
siting  of  the  necessary  gauges.  The  following  recommendations  were: 
made:  — 


Site  No.  1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


(Residential — high  density) — 

Palfrey  School,  Milton  Street., 

(Residential— low  density) — 

Beechdale  Estate  (Clinic). 
(Working  District — Industrial) — 

Pleck  Road — P.O.  Engineers  Depot.. 
( W orking  District — Commercial) — 

Council  House,  Walsall., 
(Smoke  Control  Area) — Brookhouse  Estate 
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The  instruments  at  the  first  four  sites  named  are  in  operation  and 
appended  below  is  an  average  of  the  results  obtained  (from  1st 
October,  1961) :  — 

Monthly  Averages 

(Concentrations  expressed  as  Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre) 


Smoke 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Month 

Palfrey 

Beechdale 

Pleck  Road  Council  House 

October 

179 

137 

148 

159 

November 

270 

214 

229 

225 

December  ... 

325 

269 

273 

279 

Average 

258 

207 

217 

221 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Month 

Palfrey 

Beechdale 

Pleck  Road 

Council  House 

October 

205 

136 

164 

219 

November 

314 

217 

261 

315 

December  ... 

387 

329 

341 

412 

Average 

302 

227 

255 

315 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  a  suit¬ 
able  site  for  an  instrument  on  the  Brookhouse  Estate  but  this  difficulty 
has  now  been  overcome  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  instruments  will  be 
brought  into  use  during  1962. 

The  instrument  at  the  Bloxwich  Depot  did  not  fit  into  the  survey 
scheme  and  has  been  removed. 

The  figures  from  these  instruments  should  prove  to  be  of 
considerable  interest  since  they  will  show  not  only  the  difference 
between  industrial,  commercial  and  residential  districts,  but  also  the 
progress  made  towards  making  Walsall  a  smoke  free  town  and,  in 
perticular,  the  effect  of  smoke  control  areas.  Whilst  it  is  too  early 
to  draw  any  long  term  conclusions  from  the  readings  there  is  a  clear 
indication  from  the  Palfrey  gauge  (No.  1)  of  the  substantial  part 
played  by  the  domestic  coal  fire  in  polluting  the  atmosphere. 

Of  the  two  volumetric  instruments  that  have  been  in  operation 
for  the  full  12  months  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  amount  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  present  in  the  atmosphere  in  the  six  winter  months 
of  January,  February,  March,  October,  November,  December,  is 
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more  than  double  that  present  during  the  six  summer  months  of  April 
to  September  inclusive,  once  again  underlining  the  fact  that  more 
than  50%  of  the  smoke  pollution,  even  in  industrial  areas,  is  due 
to  the  domestic  chimney.  Graphs  on  pages  78  and  79  illustrate  this 
point. 

Once  again  I  am  indebted  to  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  (Mr. 
J.  P.  Barnes,  B.Sc.  and  his  successor  Mr.  B.  R.  Edmondson, 
A.R.I.C.:  M.'Inst.S.P.)  and  their  staff  for  carrying  out  the  chemical 
analyses  in  connection  with  atmospheric  pollution  control  and  to 
Mr.  J.  C.  W.  Day,  F.R.Met.Soc.  for  supplying  meteorological 
information. 


Noise  Control 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  has  begun  to  make  its  effect  felt 
in  the  past  year.  Members  of  the  public  are  becoming  more  conscious 
of  noise  nuisances  and  the  department  is  able  to  take  action  in  respect 
of  sources  of  noise  which  were  previously  not  subject  to  control.  The 
responsibility  for  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  respect  of 
industrial  noise  has  been  placed  upon  the  specialist  inspectors  dealing 
with  atmospheric  pollution.  The  same  industries  are  frequently 
involved  in  both  smoke  and  noise  nuisance,  and  it  is  preferable  for 
the  management  of  the  firms  concerned  to  deal  with  a  single  branch 
of  the  department.  Noise  nuisances  which  can  be  classed  as  being  of 
domestic  origin  are  dealt  with  by  the  district  inspectors,  whilst  the 
police  administer  the  provisions  of  the  Act  controlling  the  operation 
of  loudspeakers  and  chimes  from  vehicles,  or  in  public  places. 

During  the  year  an  order  was  placed  for  a  sound  meter  which 
should  prove  of  great  assistance,  not  only  in  assessing  noise  levels,  but 
also  in  judging  the  effectiveness  of  any  control  measures  taken. 


TABLE  S 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS,  1961 


Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  month 


Month 

Bloxwich 
(Station  St.) 

North 

(Transport 

Depot) 

Central 

(Hatherton 

Road) 

East 

(Sutton 

Road) 

South 

(Brockhurst) 

South-West 

(Alumwell 

School) 

Jan. 

21.40 

32.98 

19.59 

13.22 

12.86 

26.21 

Feb. 

17.14 

— 

14.75 

14.48 

10.12 

6.49 

Mar. 

13.79 

22.62 

16.62 

10.77 

9.63 

— 

April 

22.76 

22.51 

21.25 

13.34 

12.58 

13.87 

May 

11.35 

13.74 

12.25 

6.70 

8.60 

21.21 

June 

12.81 

19.13 

15.78 

7.94 

8.70 

9.44 

July 

14.37 

17.51 

16.56 

5.94 

9.03 

9.54 

Aug. 

9.42 

13.98 

14.44 

6.60 

8.07 

14.34 

Sept. 

13.53 

22.69 

15.03 

11.34 

10.52 

13.34 

Oct. 

20.27 

21.06 

15.74 

12.24 

10.59 

8.57 

Nov. 

16.95 

22.53 

18.79 

15.20 

12.74 

10.77 

Dec. 

14.13 

22.22 

12.52 

10.34 

10.72 

8.13, 

Totals 

187.92 

230.97 

193.12 

128.11 

126.16 

141.91 

Monthly  Averages  :  — 


1961 

...  15.66 

20.99* 

16,09 

10.67 

10.51 

12.90* 

1960 

...  16.75* 

23.30** 

20.72 

11.93 

12.04 

12.06 

1959 

...  15.03 

17.73 

19.60 

12.56* 

11.61 

11.69 

1958 

...  15.31* 

19.88 

20.85 

9.56* 

11.68 

10.91 

1957 

...  20.11 

22.05 

19.69*** 

9.44 

13.81 

13.55** 

*  Averages  for  11  months  only. 

**  Averages  for  10  months  only. 

***  Averages  for  9  months  only. 


1961  Average  for  whole  town 
1960  Average  for  whole  town 
1959  Average  for  whole  town 
1958  Average  for  whole  town 
1957  Average  for  whole  town 


14.47  tons/sq.  mile/month 
16.12  tons/sq.  mile/month 
14.70  tons/sq.  mile/month 
14.70  tons/sq.  mile/month 
16.44  tons/sq.  mile/month 
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TABLE  6 

Lead  Peroxide  Gauges — Record  of  Sulphur  Pollution,  1961 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  expressed  in  Milligrammes  of  S03 

per  100  square  centimetres  per  day. 


Month 

Blox- 

wich 

North 

'Trans¬ 

port) 

Central 
(Hather- 
ton  Rd.) 

East 

(Sutton 

Road) 

South 

(Brock- 

hurst) 

Blox- 

wich 

Road 

Manor 

Hospital 

Dartmouth 

Avenue 

Trees 

Road 

Jan. 

4.52 

5.00 

4.94 

2.29 

4.15 

3.45 

3.89 

2.87 

2.65 

Feb. 

4.5)2 

4.54 

3.79 

1.55 

3.81 

3.31 

3.20 

2.69 

2.16 

Mar. 

3,25 

3.18 

4.07 

1.29 

2.79 

2.84 

2.41 

2.22 

2.23 

April 

2.93 

3.14 

2.69 

0.58 

2.29 

2.14 

2,22 

1.37 

1.32 

May 

2.14 

1.84 

2.44 

1.11 

1.76 

1.50 

1.94 

1.18 

0.04 

June 

1.66 

1.73 

1.93 

0.54 

1.54 

1.26 

1.08 

0.87 

1.47 

July 

1.32 

1.50 

1.36 

0.50 

1.62 

1.19 

0.65 

0.84 

0.71 

Aug. 

1.40 

1.39 

— 

0.48 

1.41 

0.59 

0.90 

0.76 

0.75 

Sept. 

1.68 

2.45 

2.11 

0.65 

2.21 

1.84 

1.15 

1.21 

1.01 

Oct. 

3.72 

4.22 

3.83 

1.41 

3.45 

2.75 

1.87 

2.04 

1.98 

Nov. 

3.62 

4.25 

3.93 

1.54 

4.10 

2.77 

3.62 

1.95 

1.80 

Dec. 

3.45 

3.84 

2.87 

2.06 

3.81 

2.18 

2.08 

2.06 

— 

Total 

34.21 

37.08 

33.96 

14.00 

32.94 

25.82 

25.01 

20.06 

16.12 

Monthly  Average  (Crude) 

1961 

2.85 

3.09 

3.09* 

1.17 

2.74 

2.15 

2.08 

1.67 

1.47* 

1960 

2.95 

3.30 

3.25 

1.08 

2.84 

2.39 

2.66 

1.74 

1.86 

1959 

2.67 

3.03* 

2.88 

1.01 

2.53 

2.13 

2.44 

1.66** 

1.54 

1958 

3.11 

3.06 

3.14 

0.95* 

2.60 

2.07 

2.24 

1.63 

1.55 

1957 

3.39** 

3.84 

3.45** 

1.01 

2.60 

2.24 

2.45 

1.75 

1.93** 

*  Averages  for  11  months. 

**  Averages 

for  10  months. 

1961 

Average 

for  whole  town 

... 

2.24  M.Gms./lOO  sq.  cms./day 

1960 

Average 

for  whole  town 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2.45  M.Gms./lOO  sq.  cms./day 

1959 

Average 

for  whole  town 

. . . 

. . . 

2.21  M.Gms./lOO  sq.  cms./day 

1958 

Average 

for  whole  town 

. . . 

2.26  M.Gms./lOO  sq.  cms./day 

1957 

Average 

for  whole  town 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2.52  M.Gms./lOO  sq.  cms./day 

ANNUAL  RAINFALL 


1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 


26.90  inches 
39.89  inches 

26.01  inches 
34.39  inches 
27.97  inches 


*1 *1 
1  i 


TABLE  7 

Concentrations  Expressed  as  Microgrammes  per  Cubic  Metre  of  Air 

Monthly  Averages  1961 


Month 

Smoke 

Walsall 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Bloxwich 

Smoke  Sulphur  Dioxide 

January 

210 

337 

180 

189 

February 

170 

372 

140 

158 

March 

180 

295 

140 

137 

April 

140 

203 

120 

86 

May 

96 

151 

88 

78 

June 

80 

126 

67 

51 

July 

75 

113 

59 

35 

August 

64 

95 

51 

34 

September 

107 

137 

86 

84 

October 

159 

219 

137 

136 

November 

225 

315 

214 

217 

December 

279 

412 

269 

329 

Averages  for  year — 

1961  ...  149 

239 

129 

128 

1960 

150 

219 

•  •  • 

130 

132 

1959 

150 

180 

•  .  . 

110 

84 

1958 

160 

160 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

1957 

200 

225 

_ _ 

_ _ 

Average  for  Winter  Months  1961,  (Jan.  to  Mar.  &  Oct.  to  Nov.) — 

204  309  ...  180  194 

Average  for  Summer  Months  1961,  (Apr.  to  Sept.) — 

93  138  ...  77 
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PART  7— DiSiNFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION 

The  Depot  at  Bloxwich  is  equipped  to  carry  out  the  disinfection 
and  disinfestation  of  premises,  furniture  and  bedding.  The  Depot  is 
under  the  general  supervision  of  a  Senior  District  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  staff  consists  of  a  foreman  and  assistant  foreman  with 
four  disinfestation  assistants.  During  the  year  the  operation  of  the 
Depot  was  reviewed  and  some  re-organisation  took  place,  including 
the  provision  of  new  office  accommodation  for  the  foremen. 

With  the  retirement  of  Mr.  S.  Payne,  the  number  of  operators 
trained  in  the  use  of  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  was  reduced  to  the  foreman 
and  the  assistant  foreman.  Since  two  is  the  minimum  number  of 
trained  operators  who  should  conduct  any  hydrogen  cyanide  fumiga¬ 
tion,  it  became  essential  to  arrange  further  training  if  hydrogen 
cyanide  fumigations  were  to  be  continued. 

The  purpose  of  these  fumigations  is  to  prevent  the  spread  of  bed 
bugs  and  woodworm  in  the  removal  of  furniture  from  condemned 
property  to  Council  houses  or  flats. 

All  the  furniture  of  prospective  council  house  tenants  is  inspected 
by  the  disinfestation  foreman  for  the  presence  of  woodworm,  and  any 
infested  furniture  is  subjected  to  a  specially  prolonged  treatment  with 
hydrogen  cyanide  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  woodworm  into  council 
property. 

Although  there  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number 
of  actual  bed-bug  infestations  found,  there  is  still  a  sufficient  number 
to  warrant  the  continuance  of  hydrogen  cyanide  fumigations  at  the 
present  time.  This  is  particularly  true  in  view  of  multi-storey  flat 
development  since  the  war.  The  problem  and  expense  of  eradicating 
bed  bugs  from  multi-storey  flats  would  be  considerable,  and  the 
experience  of  other  authorities  where  hydrogen  cyanide  fumigation  is 
no  longer  carried  out  shows  that  this  type  of  infestation  does  happen. 

In  these  circumstances,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Housing 
Department,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  London  Fumigation 
Co.  for  one  of  their  senior  operators  to  come  to  Walsall  and  conduct 
a  training  course.  Training  was  given  to  two  of  the  disinfestation 
assistants  and  to  the  two  District  Inspectors  stationed  at  the  Bloxwich 
sub-office.  At  the  same  time  the  gas  masks  and  resuscitation  equip¬ 
ment  were  overhauled  and  the  whole  system  of  hydrogen  cyanide 
fumigation  checked  to  ensure  that  it  was  carried  on  in  accordance 
with  the  best  practice. 

Treatment  of  Premises  and  Furniture 

During  the  past  year  the  disinfestation  assistants  made  1,176 
inspections  of  the  houses  of  prospective  Council  house  tenants.  In 
addition,  inspections  of  private  property  were  made  on  behalf  of  the 
general  public  and  of  Council  property  at  the  request  of  other 
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depaitments  of  the  Corpoiation.  242  premises  were  treated  for  insect 
pests,  of  these  premises,  183  were  Council  houses.  About  97  of  the 
total  treatments  were  to  eradicate  ants,  46  for  cockroaches,  34  for 
woodworm  and  31  to  exterminate  bed  bugs. 

The  clothing  of  27  vagrants  was  disinfested  and  32  lots  of 
verminous  bedding  was  similarly  treated. 

Treatment  of  Clothes  and  Bedding 

Clothes  and  bedding  are  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector  situated 
m  the  Depot.  The  treatment  is  equally  effective  for  disinfecting 
articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  the  organisms  of  infectious 
disease,  and  for  disinfecting  articles  which  have  become  infested  with 
pests  such  as  bed  bugs,  fleas  and  lice.  Unfortunately,  with  the 
increasing  use  of  spring  interior  mattresses  and  plastic  trimmings,  the 
number  of  articles  which  can  be  subjected  to  steam  treatment 
decreases  every  year.  Alternative  methods  have  to  be  used  for  the 
tieatment  of  these  articles  and  this  matter  is  at  present  receiving 
considerable  thought,  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  the  pest  control 
division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Pigeons 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  provisions  of  Section  74  of  the  new 
Public  Health  Act,  1961.  This  section  gives  power  to  the  local 
authority  to  deal  with  pigeons,  starlings  and  sparrows  in  built-up 
areas,  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Protection  of  Birds 
Act,  1954.  These  limitations  are  stringent  and  the  penalties  severe. 
The  two  Acts  to  some  extent  reflect  the  variation  in  public  opinion  on 
this  subject.  The  householder  suffering  from  the  depredations  of  a 
congregation  of  pigeons,  pecking  out  the  mortar  from  the  brickwork 
of  his  house,  fouling  his  window  ledges  and  paths  with  excrement, 
and  disturbing  his  children’s  sleep,  demands  that  the  Council  should 
take  immediate  ruthless  action.  The  person  who  is  not  so  suffering 
views  the  matter  differently  and  any  action  of  the  Council  to  deal  with 
pigeons  is  likely  to  bring  about  sharp  criticism. 

With  knowledge  of  the  differing  feelings  on  the  subject,  discus¬ 
sions  were  held  with  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  to  determine  the  most  humane  and  efficient  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  pigeons.  By  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were 
being  made  to  use  cage  traps  as  a  first  measure  in  dealing  with 
complaints  of  nuisance  from  pigeons. 

Rodent  Control 

For  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  reported  that  only  one 
poisoning  treatment  of  the  sewers  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  It  is  recognised  that  a  twice  yearly  treatment  is  necessary  to 
keep  rats  in  sewers  under  control,  but  serious  staff  shortages  and  lack 
of  transport  have  prevented  this  standard  of  treatment  being  reached. 
The  results  of  inadequate  sewer  treatment  show  themselves  in  an 
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increased  number  of  surface  infestations,  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  a  noticeable  increase  in  such  infestations  caused  some  concern. 
It  was  decided  to  carry  out  an  immediate  treatment  of  the  sewers 
using  a  recently  developed  poison,  sodium  fluoroacetamide 
(commonly  named  “1081”).  This  poison  is  several  times  more  toxic 
than  the  poisons  generally  used,  and  special  precautions  have  to  be 
taken  in  the  mixing  and  handling  of  the  bait.  The  great  advantage 
of  this  poison  is  that  it  does  away  with  the  need  for  pre-baiting. 
Normally,  it  is  necessary  to  bait  all  manholes  with  unpoisoned  bait, 
on  at  least  two  occasions  prior  to  depositing  the  poisoned  bait,  to 
ensure  that  the  rats  have  gained  sufficient  confidence  to  eat  a  lethal 
quantity  of  bait.  This  means  at  least  three  visits  to  each  manhole, 
with  probably  a  fourth  visit  to  check  the  poison  take,  and  to  determine 
the  need  for  any  further  treatment. 

With  sodium  fluoroacetamide  the  poison  is  so  toxic  that  the 
smallest  quantity  eaten  by  a  rat  is  almost  certain  to  bring  about  rapid 
death.  In  consequence  one  visit  to  a  manhole  to  deposit  the  poison 
bait  is  considered  sufficient  to  ensure  an  adequate  destruction  of  the 
sewer  rat  population. 

The  results  of  the  first  treatment  have  been  very  encouraging 
and  further  treatments  are  planned  for  1962,  when  it  is  hoped  that 
additional  staff  and  transport  will  be  available. 

During  the  year  380  complaints  of  rat  infestation  and  222 
complaints  of  mice  infestation  were  received.  Many  of  these 
complaints  were  investigated  by  the  public  health  inspectors  and  in 
addition,  3,057  visits  were  made  by  the  department’s  rodent 
operatives. 

Income 

Most  of  the  work  of  disinfestation  and  rodent  control  is  carried 
out  free  of  charge,  particularly  in  respect  of  domestic  premises,  but 
the  following  costs  have  been  recovered :  — 

General  Disinfestation  Work  ...  ...  £96 

Rodent  Control  Work  ...  ...  ...  £248 

This  gives  a  total  of  £344  compared  with  £293  recovered  during 
1960. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  new  Gala  Baths  were  opened  on  the  6th  May,  1961.  Walsall 
has  two  indoor  and  one  outdoor  bathing  establishments — the  new 
Gala  Baths,  Bloxwich  Baths  and  Reedswood  open  air  swimming 
pool. 

The  original  baths  in  Tower  Street,  now  replaced  by  the  Gala 
Baths  were  opened  on  the  30th  May,  1896.  They  consisted  of  a  first 
class  pool,  75ft.  by  30ft.  and  a  second  class  pool,  50ft.  by  25ft.,  with 
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suites  of  medicinal  baths,  Turkish  baths,  slipper  baths  laundry 
filtration  chlorination  and  boiler  plant.  In  the  winter  months  the 
second  class  pool  was  used  as  a  brine  bath. 

1Q^?Tihefbaths  at  Bloxwich  were  converted  from  an  open  air  pool  in 

S0e^\lPr^Lby  ”■  D””S  “» 

surrounding  th??  1  &t  Reedsw°od  ,is  situated  in  a  park  in  pleasant 
roundings.  I  he  complete  modernisation  of  the  pool  is  planned. 

The  new  Gala  Baths  provide  a  main  pool  110ft.  bv  45ft  with 
a  maximum  depth  of  14ft.  The  former  first  class  pool  has  become  the 
second  class  pool  which  is  used  as  a  brine  bath  during  the  winter 
months.  In  addition  to  the  swimming  pools,  there  are  provided  a 
medicinal  suite,  slipper  baths,  seating  accommodation  for  800  persons 

attendance  was  143,195  people.  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  315  906 
people  using  the  baths  203,000  people  paid  to  enter  the  swimming 

lessonsan66S  1 OO61  ,chlIdren  attended  organised  swimming 

lessons,  66,100  people  attended  swimming  club  sessions  and  thorp 
was  an  attendance  of  5,900  at  galas.  sessions,  and  there 

w»  ,The  average  use  of  the  slipper  baths  has  been  1,000  persons  a 
?  k’  A10™  aPProxlmately  95%  were  coloured  people  It  is 

fr“s idheat^lThan  ha'f  the  Pe°Ple  US“g  the  ^  ^ths  'ode8 

,  .Til®  information  m  the  foregoing  section  of  the  report  has  been 
obtained  from  the  souvenir  brochure  of  the  opening  of  the  Gala  Baths 

Engmeer  y  J'  SaIt'  M'N'A-B-S-  luperintendent  and 

•  t  Sa!riIf  :S  °f  swimming  bath  water  have  been  taken  at  regular 

“o ut°?n  T  H*  sathS  p  theB *°wn-  Particulars  of  these  samples 
and  filtrarir,:  T  ^  °£  Pag®  86  and  show  that  the  chlorination 

satkfartor  h  PT  ^ .  °f  the  lndo0u  swimming  pools  were  operating 
,.  ,  y '  the  case  of  the  open  air  swimming  pool  the 
satisfactory  sample  arose  from  the  failure  of  one  of  the  chlorine 
cylinders  and  the  trouble  was  quickly  rectified.  The  two  unsatis- 
iactory  samples  from  the  children’s  paddling  pool  indicated  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  these  open  air  pools  free  from  wind-bome 
contamination  in  exposed  conditions. 


RESULTS  OF  BATH  WATER  SAMPLES,  1960 
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PART  8 — GENERAL 
Factories,  Shops  and  Offices 

withT8446  last  8vearfaCt07qf  7  7®  dePartmental  regis ter  compared 
mechanical  power  and  30  have  noeSmeechaCSSpoawer.eqUlPPed  W“h 

Plans;  of  factories  are  examined  and  many  improvements  am 

ytSapJoS' ""h 

t.m?i  *par,“n'  *re  •«  ”• » 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

found  S'rsatiSty.  Were  taken  during  the  y£ar  and  a!1  were 

Supply  of  Dustbins 

In  the  course  of  the  year  254  bins  were  supplied  under  the 

dra7e  whikt^  m  WhlCh  the  °Wner  °r  occuPier  Pays  an  annual  hire 
aige,  vvhilst  23  owners  or  occupiers  decided  to  provide  their  own 

bins  upon  receiving  notice  of  the  need  to  replace  a  defective  b  n 
by  theOCoeundr0nS  b°Ught  b“S  priVate'y  independently  of  any  action 

The  number  of  owners  and  occupiers  participating  in  the 
Council  s  scheme  continues  to  grow,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about 
^,000  persons  now  hire  bins  from  the  Council. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

stored, 

the 'prescribed”  standaids"  dU™g  ^  y6ar  and  a11  Complied  with 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

During  the  year,  8  applications  were  received  for  licences  to 

Seated TeSS  SeUTg  arindls  23  p6tS’  Each  appli“do"  ™ 

■  tsbgated  by  an  inspector  of  the  department  and  conditions  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Hai  dressers’  and  Barbers’  Shops 

During  the  year  a  comprehensive  survey  was  made  of  all  hair¬ 
dressers  and  barbers’  shops  in  Walsall.  Some  shops  were  found 

81 7fhJ,ewni0t  !,eSlstered  m  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
81  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1954  and  the  necessary  registration 

it  fi?UUed'-  Slops  were  tound  which  did  not  comply  in  all  respects 
with  the  provisions  of  the  local  byelaws  or  the  1954  Act,  and  notices 
were  served  in  respect  of  these  contraventions.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
practically  all  contraventions  had  been  remedied.  The  number  of 
premises  now  registered  is  127. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 
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2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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part  9— legal  proceedings 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  on  five  occasions,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Date  of 
proceed¬ 
ings 

Act  under  which 
proceedings 
taken 

Nature  of 
contravention 

Result  of  Action 

24.2.61 

Section  106 

IWalsall  Corporation 
Act,  1930. 

Unauthorised 
parking  of 
caravan. 

Conditional  discharge 
Court  fee  4/-. 

Caravan  removed. 

19.7.61 

Section  5 

Clean  Air 

Act,  1956. 

Failure  to  take 
best  practicable 
means  to  prevent 
the  emission  of 
grit  from  a  cupola. 

Fined  £25. 

Advocates  fee  £6  6s.  Od . 

12.6.61 

Section  36  and  90 
Housing  Act 

1957. 

Overcrowding  of 
house  let  in 
lodgings  and 
failure  to  provide 
adequate  facilities. 

Fined  £6. 

Advocates  fee  £5  5s.  Od. 
Witnesses  expenses 
£3  15s.  Od. 

Interpreter  £3  5s.  2d. 
Total  £18  5s.  2d. 

6.10.61 

Article  9  of  the 
Transit  of  Animals 
(Amendment) 

Order,  1931. 

Overcrowding  of 
animal  transport 
vehicle. 

Fined  25  gns. 
Advocates  fee  £6  6s.  Od. 

13.11.61 

Section  106, 

Walsall  Corporation 
Act,  1930. 

Unauthorised 
parking  of 
caravan. 

Adjourned  indefinitely. 
Caravan  removed. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

changes6  S  7°?  °P7  °n“  T”  with  inf°™ation  on  staff 
DremancvD  nf'  T  1  !°0d  reSlgn®d  m  the  summer  on  account  of 

■’]  ®r'  .T°?8ood  Save  to  the  department  the  services  of  a 

skilled  and  conscientious  doctor  and,  at  the  time  of  writing  I  am  in 

the  position  of  being  able  to  offer  our  congratulations  to  her  on  the 

vacancy  created  ff  tTt  TT"  TwiSt  WaS  aPPointed  to  fill  the 
in  Au^st  n„lby  Dl'  TT°°«00d,s  deParture.  He  took  up  his  duties 
August  Once  again  I  have  pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that  our 

tbn 1  forT, !bfirPH01  wed  77  haS  the  aPPr0Priate  specialist  qualifica- 
on  ioi  Public  Health  and  Preventive  Medicine,  the  D.P.H. 

Mr  R  E.  Morgan,  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  is  resigning 

last  ^dav  TlW  >777^  ,,7  resignation  takes  effect  froTlhf 
y  1961,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing- 

my  appreciation  of  his  conscientious  application  k/a  difficult  and 

amTurehl\rv°e  ffi Whl  6  taSk'  H®  haS  been  a  !oyal  col,eague  and  I 
h^el/for ^Ihe  ffitureamm°US  °f  ^  C“ttee  when  1  wish 


The  situation  with  regard  to  immunisation 
showed  two  significant  developments  during 
and  the  other  local. 


against  serious  diseases 
the  year,  one  national 


In  the  summer  the  Health  Department  and  School  Health  Service 
participated  in  a  Medical  Research  Council  vaccine  trial  in  order  to 
determine  the  relative  efficacy  of  two  examples  of  a  new  type  of 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccine.  As  distinct  from  the  vaccine  which  has  been 
m  use  for  several  years  m  this  country  and  is  given  by  injection  the 
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new  vaccine  is  given  by  mouth.  The  great  advantage  of  an  oral 
vaccine  against  Poliomyelitis,  in  addition  to  the  obvious  one  of  the 
painless  nature  of  the  process,  is  that  not  only  is  the  individual 
protected  but  also  the  community  benefits  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
gut  of  the  immunised  person  is  made  resistant  to  invasion  by  wild 
polio  virus  thus  preventing  the  carrier  state,  that  is  where  an 
individual  is  healthy  but  is  capable  of  passing  on  an  infectious  disease. 
It  is  virtually  certain  that,  in  the  light  of  the  trial  m  which  we 
participated  and  also  the  assessment  of  other  evidence,  oral  vaccine 
will  come  into  general  use  early  in  1962. 

The  local  development  is  the  result  of  a  change  made  in 
immunisation  policy  in  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  1960.  This  was  to 
replace  separate  vaccine  protection  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  by  a  combined  vaccine  which  carries  in  addition  protection 
against  tetanus;  this  combined  vaccine  is  usually  called  Triple 
Vaccine.  The  application  to  the  School  Health  Service  is  the  offer  to 
school  entrants,  who  have  not  had  diphtheria  protection  previously, 
not  only  diphtheria  immunisation  but  also  protection  against  tetanus 
There  are  obvious  and  also  technical  advantages  in  this  move  and 
the  modified  scheme  is  being  put  into  operation  in  the  curren 

scholastic  year. 


Many  infectious  diseases  which  were  widespread  and  a  grave 
threat  to  the  health  of  the  community  in  the  early  part  of  this  centuiy 
have  come  under  control  as  a  result  of  teamwork  between  the 
preventive  and  curative  medicine  services.  While  of  course  vigilance 
must  be  maintained  to  prevent  their  recrudescence  the  chance  presents 
itself  in  this  decade  of  tackling  the  problem  of  the  metabolic  and 
degenerative  diseases.  Diabetes  is  an  example  of  this  group;  so  also 

is  nephritis. 


It  has  become  increasingly  clear  in  recent  years  that  the  numbei 
of  people  undergoing  treatment  for  diabetes  does  not  give  a  true 
picture  of  the  actual  incidence  of  the  disease.  There  is  a  fair  body 
of  people  who  are  diabetics  but  are  unaware  of  the  fact  because 
symptoms  are  either  absent  or  very  mild.  The  absence  or  mildness 
of  symptoms  does  not  make  the  detection  of  such  cases  any  less 
desirable  and  various  methods  have  been  tried  out  in  this  country  an 
more  particularly  in  the  United  States  to  screen  local  populations  with 
this  end  in  view.  A  urine  test  for  sugar  is  the  best  initial  check  and 
until  a  satisfactory  method  of  assessing  the  incidence  m  the  vulnerable 
over-40  age  group  can  be  put  into  practice  it  was  thought  to  be  useful 
to  carry  out  urine  tests  for  sugar  in  a  "captive  group  of  the  town  s 
population,  the  school  leavers,  on  the  occasion  of  their  last  school 
medical  examination.  A  pilot  scheme  was  operated  m  the  Autumn, 
this  showed  that  the  procedure  can  be  incorporated  without  undue 
difficulty  and  it  is  my  intention  to  apply  it  generally  m  the  nex 

academic  year. 
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Nephritis,  or  Brights  Disease  as  it  is  known  to  many  people,  is 
another  condition  where  early  ascertainment  is  of  vital  importance. 
Fortunately,  as  in  the  case  of  diabetes,  we  have  a  simple  urine  test, 
to  determine  the  presence  or  absence  of  albumen,  which  provides  the 
means  of  determining  those  who  merit  further  investigation,  for  let  it 
be  said  that  by  no  means  all  those  who  have  sugar  or  albumen  in  the 
urine  are  suffering  from  diabetes  or  nephritis.  The  test  for  albumen 
is  to  be  incorporated  also  in  the  school  leavers’  medical  examination. 

As  I  have  recorded  in  previous  reports,  vaccination  against 
tuberculosis  is  an  important  aspect  of  preventive  medicine.  The 
method  of  achieving  this  is  in  simple  terms,  to  present  the  body  with 
an  avirulent  (i.e.  deprived  of  disease-producing  power)  tuberculosis 
germ  which  none  the  less  trains  the  body  defences  in  dealing  with 
tuberculosis  so  that  when  the  wild  virulent  strain  is  encountered  the 
defence  mechanism  comes  into  action  at  once.  In  the  1961  campaign 
which  as  usual  was  conducted  among  the  older  school  children, 
96.9%'  of  the  children  vaccinated  were  converted  from  a  state  of  no 
detectable  immunity  against  tuberculosis  to  the  immune  state.  This 
is  a  most  satisfactory  conversion  rate.  For  the  information  of  medical 
readers,  the  material  used  for  pre-testing  and  conversion  testing  is 
P.P.D.  inserted  by  the  Heaf  Gun  and  the  vaccine  is  the  freeze-dried 
type.  Pleasing  though  these  results  are,  we  are  limited  in  our  efforts 
to  testing  and  vaccinating  only  those  children  whose  parents  give 
consent.  Therefore,  I  renew  my  request  to  head  teachers  and  form 
masters  and  mistresses  to  supplement  the  explanatory  leaflet  which 
is  issued  by  my  department  by  earnestly  recommending  B.C.G. 
vaccination  in  the  course  of  their  contacts  with  parents  and  pupils. 

At  the  other  end  of  school  life  we  have  strengthened  our  action  in 
tuberculosis  prevention  by  substituting  the  Heaf  Test  for  the 
Tuberculin  Jelly  Test  in  assessing  the  tuberculosis  infection  experience 
of  the  school  entrant  group.  The  object  with  this  group  is  not  pre¬ 
testing  with  a  view  to  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The  5  year  old  under 
normal  circumstances  should  not  have  been  in  intimate  contact  with 
tuberculosis  and,  if  testing  indicates  that  this  has  occurred,  further 
investigation  to  identify  the  source  of  such  infection  is  necessary.  The 
Heaf  Test  is  much  more  of  a  precision  tool  for  this  purpose  than  the 
Jelly  Test. 

Dental  decay  or  caries  is  one  of  the  hazards  of  childhood  and 
adult  life  to  which  we  as  a  nation  have  adopted  an  attitude  of  patient, 
or  in  many  cases  apathetic,  resignation.  We  subject  our  teeth  to  high 
concentrations  of  sugar  and  carbohydrates  in  general,  and  we  fail  to 
put  into  practice  our  knowledge  that  the  consumption  of  hard 
cleansing  foods  such  as  raw  apple  and  carrot  and  the  regular  proper 
use  of  a  toothbrush  are  necessary.  What  is  more,  and  probably 
worse,  most  of  us  fail  to  train  our  children  in  the  proper  care  of  their 
teeth.  The  problem  of  dental  caries  is  aggravated  further  by  a  shortage 
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of  dentists  both  in  general  and  local  authority  practice,  so  that,  with 
the  best  will  in  the  world,  full  provision  of  prophylactic  and  thera¬ 
peutic  dental  services  for  the  child  population  is  impossible.  With 
the  situation  I  have  outlined,  reliance  on  dental  health  education  is 
not  going  to  produce  dramatic  improvement  in  the  incidence  of  caries. 
There  can  be  only  one  answer  to  the  question,  'What  remains ?’’  It 
is  fluoridation  of  water  supplies.  Fluorine  is  a  naturally  occurring 
element  belonging  to  the  halogen  group  of  which  chlorine  and  iodine 
are  the  other  members.  In  very  low  concentration  (1  part  per 
million  of  water)  fluorine  has  been  found  to  be  a  valuable  aid  to  dental 
health.  In  many  parts  of  the  world,  including  Britain,  it  has  been 
demonstrated  that  in  comparing  low-fluorine  water  areas  with  areas  in 
which  the  water  supply  has  a  satisfactory  fluoride  content  the  latter 
have  a  reduction  of  50 — 70%  in  the  amount  of  dental  disease. 

Naturally,  people  are  anxious  about  the  safety  of  such  treatment 
of  the  domestic  water  supply  even  if  they  do  admit  the  efficacy  of 
the  measure  in  the  promotion  of  dental  fitness.  The  drinking  and  the 
use  for  cooking  purposes  of  fluoride-containing  water  is  normal  for 
the  human  being  and  has  been  so  for  thousands  of  years.  Indeed, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  including  England,  many  local 
populations  are  exposed  to  a  natural  fluoride  water  content  5 — 20 
times  the  concentration  recommended  to  reduce  dental  caries  without 
any  ill  effect  being  observed.  The  evolutionary  process  is  studded 
with  examples  of  the  body’s  adaptations  to  environmental  circum¬ 
stances  and  its  handling  of  fluorides  is  no  exception.  Where  the 
concentration  is  high,  say  5 — 20  parts  per  million  of  water,  the  reaction 
is  simply  to  eliminate  90%  of  the  substance  in  the  urine.  The 
concentration  needed  to  reduce  dental  decay  is  a  mere  one  part  per 
million.  This  is  indisputably  as  safe  as  it  is  effective  and  it  would  be 
tragic  indeed  if  we  were  to  deny  the  benefits  of  fluoridation  to  future 
generations  because  of  the  protestations  of  a  no-doubt  well  intentioned 
but  vociferous  and  ill  informed  minority  group. 
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1— -SCHOOL  HEALTH  WORK 


Periodic  Medical  Examinations.— 6,628  children  were  examined 
during  the  year,  of  whom  6,614  were  classified  as  being  satisfactory 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  general  assessment,  this  being  equivalent 
to  99.79%.  If  this  were  a  completely  valid  result  we  would  have 
cause  for  great  satisfaction  with  the  health  of  the  school  children  of 
the  town.  However,  under  present-day  national  arrangements,  the 
only  alternative  to  a  classification  of  satisfactory  is  unsatisfactory, 
which  is  rather  an  extreme  description  of  a  child,  and  one  which  the 
average  doctor  will  use  only  very  sparingly.  There  does  seerrr'to  be 
a  case  for  the  re-introduction  of  an  intermediate  grade  of  physical 
fitness.  This  would  result  in  a  more  realistic  picture  of  the  standard 
of  physique  and  general  medical  fitness  of  the  child  population. 

Of  the  6,628  children  examined,  532  were  found  to  be  in  need 
of  treatment.  This  is  arranged  either  at  school  clinic  or  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners  concerned. 

Schoo!  Clinics.— The  last  quarter  of  the  year  saw  another  school 
clinic  opened.  It  is  at  the  new  Coalpool  Clinic  which  serves  school 
health  service  and  purely  health  department  needs.  The  general 
plan  and  lay-out  resembles  Beechdale  Clinic  but  certain  modifications 
seem  to  give  Coalpool  a  more  attractive  and  airy  interior.  Attendances 
at  school  clinics  recovered  to  some  extent  in  1961.  1,778  individual 

children  attended,  an  improvement  of  130  on  the  previous  year. 
While  it  is  pleasing  that  the  decline  I  commented  on  last  year  has 
been  halted,  the  figures  are  well  short  of  a  satisfactory  level  recognising 
the  volume  of  work  at  school  medical  inspections  and  the  free 
availability  of  the  clinics  for  referrals  from  teachers  and  spontaneous 
approaches  from  parents  concerned  about  the  physical  or  mental 
health  of  their  children  of  school  age. 

There  are  five  school  clinics  in  the  town,  Bradford  Street,  Field 
Road,  Littleton  Street,  Beechdale  and  Coalpool.  Below  is  set  out 
the  sessional  complement  of  the  clinics. 

Bradford  Street  Clinic,  Walsall. 


Medical 

Dressings 

o 

Ophthalmic  ... 
Dental 


3  sessions  weekly 
6  sessions  weekly 
2  sessions  weekly 
5  sessions  weekly 


Littleton  Street  Clinic,  Walsall. 
Dental 

Speech  Therapy 


8  sessions  weekly 
3  sessions  weekly 


Coalpool  Clinic,  Walsall. 
Medical 
Dressings 


1  session  weekly 

2  sessions  weekly 
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Field  Road  Clinic,  Bloxwich. 
Medical 
Dressings 
Dental 

Speech  Therapy 


2  sessions  weekly 

3  sessions  weekly 

1  session  weekly 

2  sessions  weekly 


Beechdale  Clinic,  Walsall. 
Medical 
Dressings 
Speech  Therapy 
Child  Guidance 
Dental 


1 — 2  sessions  weekly 
4  sessions  weekly 


1  session  weekly 
l\  sessions  weekly 

2  sessions  weekly 


In  the  Audiometric  Survey,  1,931  children  were  examined  with 
the  sweep  test  for  deafness.  Of  these  134  were  referred  to  the  school 
doctors  for  a  further  investigation  at  a  clinic,  where  a  residual  21 
were  found  to  have  such  a  degree  of  deafness  as  to  merit  their  being 
sent  to  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  surgeon  for  specialist  opinion. 

The  school  nurses  hold  their  own  sessions  at  the  clinics  for  the 
dressing  of  minor  injuries  and  the  application  of  treatment  prescribed 
by  the  medical  staff.  1,699  children  attended  for  these  purposes  and 
a  total  of  5,006  attendances  was  made. 


2 — HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 


A  feature  of  recent  years  in  Walsall  has  been  an  increase  in 
provision  for  handicapped  children.  The  Castle  School  for  Educa¬ 
tionally  Subnormal  Children  has  been  open  for  two  years  and  is  now 
thoroughly  established.  The  Remedial  Education  Service,  about  which 
I  have  written  previously,  continues  to  operate  efficiently  in  mitigating 
educational  attainments  retardation  in  children  of  normal  intelligence 
or  exhibiting  a  mild  degree  of  mental  subnormality.  At  the  present 
time  a  modern  junior  training  centre  is  under  construction  at  Brewer 
Street  and  is  due  to  open  next  year.  This  of  course  will  be  under 
health  department  auspices  but  it  will  make  available  much  improved 
facilities  on  those  obtaining  at  present  for  children  who  because  of  a 
marked  degree  of  mental  subnormality  are  not  suitable  for  ordinary 
education.  These  new  additions  plus  the  long-established  Beacon 
School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  boys  requiring  residential 
education,  Reedswood  Day  School  for  Delicate  Children,  a  Speech 
Therapy  Service  and  participation  in  the  West  Bromwich  Child 
Guidance  Service  form  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  care  of 
Walsall’s  young  handicapped  persons. 
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It  is  the  case  that  for  certain  categories  of  handicapped  children 
\\e  have  to  rely  on  other  authorities  making  places  available  in  schools 
owned  and  administered  by  them.  At  all  times,  and  particularly  in 
such  instances,  close  understanding  and  co-operation^  is  necessary 
among  all  those  concerned  in  bringing  about  a  placing  which  is  going 
tof  le™e  the  interests  of  each  child.  The  Council  of  the  Society 

fhfnWh  by  th  S  hr°  u  Health  Servlce  GrouP  of  the  Society,  and  I 
than  T  pa*sag,es  1  ,have  1“oted  below  deserve  a  wider  publicity 
than  the  readership  of  a  professional  journal,  not  because  what  is 

aid  is  new  01  sensational,  but  because  it  is  said  and  said  clearly. 

Within  their  various  categories  there  is  substantial  variation 

hat'an"  S<f  °°  S’  and  if  is  not  to  be  automatically  assumed 

that  any  school  catering  for  a  particular  class  of  handicapped  child 

would  be  suitable  for  every  child  in  that  class.  The  normal  elasticity 

o  most  schools  enables  them  to  deal  successfully  with  children  who 

depart  a  little  from  the  average  of  their  category  but  there  will  always 

be  a  certain  number  of  handicapped  children  who,  because  of  the 

severity  of  their  handicap,  the  presence  of  subsidiary  or  secondary 

inabilities,  or  emotional  or  social  difficulties  will  require  special  care 

and  consideration  and  will  make  exceptional  demands  on  the  school 

to  which  they  are  sent.  For  such  children  certain  schools  are  likely  to 

be  more  suitable  than  others  in  the  same  official  category.  Further- 

™ore’  Is111?6  SUch  excePtional  children  make  very  heavy  demands  on 
the  school  and  its  staff,  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  any  school  that  it 
should  be  required  to  accept  more  of  them  than  it  can  reasonably 
deal  with  at  a  given  time.  J 

“It  is>  therefore,  important  that  the  school  medical  officer  should 
be  alert  to  recognise  such  special  cases  and  that  whoever  is  responsible 
for  finding  places  for  them  in  special  schools  should  make  application 
to  those  schools  which  are  most  likely  to  be  able  to  meet  their 
peculiar  needs.  Furthermore,  if  a  head  teacher  feels  that  to  admit 
a  particular  child  would  prejudice  the  interests  of  other  children  his 
opinion  should  be  given  full  weight. 

‘To  meet  these  requirements  it  is  essential  that  there  should  be 
provision  for  consultation  between  the  school  medical  officer,  any 
medical  or  other  specialists  who  may  have  a  contribution  to  make,  the 
education  officer  and  the  head  teacher.  In  the  case  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five,  the  child  welfare  medical  officer  (if  not  the  same  person 
as  the  school  medical  officer)  will  usually  be  consulted.  The  family 
doctor  may  also  in  some  instances  have  a  useful  contribution  to 
make.  The  need  to  follow  prescribed  administrative  procedures 
should  not  be  allowed  to  prevent  such  consultation. 

“In  considering  the  discharge  of  a  child  from  a  special  school 
or  class,  consideration  must  be  given  to  medical,  educational  and 
social  factors.  In  deciding  whether  he  should  be  discharged  and  the 
most  appropriate  time  for  his  discharge,  co-operation  and  consultation 
should  be  as  full  and  careful  as  it  was  when  his  admission  was  being 
considered." 
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Daring  1961  recommendations  of  the  medical  staff  resulted  in  5 
children  receiving  education  in  their  own  homes,  2  being  admitted 
to  Residential  Schools  for  Delicate  or  Physically  Handicapped 
children,  5  to  Residential  Schools  for  E.S.N.  children,  2  to  a 
Residential  School  for  the  Maladjusted,  1  to  Residential  School  for  the 
Blind,  2  to  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf,  2  to  Day  Special  School 
for  the  Partially  Sighted,  2  to  Day  Special  School  for  the  Deaf,  20  to 
Day  Special  School  for  the  Delicate  and  Physically  Handicapped,  and 
16  to  Day  Special  School  for  E.S.N.  pupils. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  6  children  were  awaiting  places  in 
residential  and  54  in  day  special  schools  for  E.S.N.  children,  compared 
with  a  total  of  51  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  The  Castle  Day 
Special  School  is  now  filled  to  capacity  and  waiting  time  for  the 
admission  of  newly  ascertained  cases  is  likely  to  be  at  least  one  year. 
Of  the  60  children  at  present  waiting,  places  have  been  offered  in  20 
cases  but  acceptance  has  been  refused  by  the  parents. 


(a)  School  Placement 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  handicapped  children 
who  were  in  attendance  at  special  schools  (day  and  residential)  in 
January,  1961: — 


Boys 

Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf. 

Mary  Heue  Grammar  School  ...  ...  — 

Royal  School  for  the  Deaf,  Birmingham  4 
Rangemore  Hall,  Needwood  (Partially 

Deaf)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Longwill  Day  School  for  the  Deaf, 

Birmingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Mount  Deaf  School,  Stoke-on-Trent  1 
Braidwood  Day  School,  Birmingham  ...  2 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind, 

Birmingham  — 

Exhall  Grange,  Warwickshire  (Partially 

sighted)  ...  ...  . ..  ...  1 

Priestley  Smith  Day  Special  School, 

Birmingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind, 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maladjusted. 

Shenstone  Lodge  (under  West  Bromwich 

L.E.A.)  .  2 

Shotton  Hall,  Shrewsbury  ...  ...  1 

St.  Hilliards,  Mickleton  Manor  ...  2 

Swalcliffe  Park,  Banbury  ...  ...  1 


Girls  Total 

1  1 

2  6 

1  2 

—  1 

1  2 

—  2 

2  2 

—  1 

1  3 

—  1 

1  3 

1 

—  1 
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Boys 

Educationally  Subnormal. 

Beacon  School,  Lichfield  .  41 

St.  Francis  School,  Monyhull .  . 

Townhill  Park,  Southampton .  — 

Allerton  Priory,  Liverpool  .  . 

Town  Thorns,  Near  Rugby  .  . 

Wavendon  House,  Near  Bletchley  ... _ 

The  Sheiling,  Ringwood  .  . 

Castle  Day  Special  School  . 

Physically  Handicapped  and  Delicate. 


Reedswood  Park  Day  School .  23 

Carlson  House  Day  School  for  Spastics, 

Birmingham .  2 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor  ...  1 

Fairfield  House,  Broadstairs  .  — 

Burton  Hill  House,  Malmesbury  ...  — 

Penhurst,  Chipping  Norton  ...  ...  1 

Hinwick  Hall,  Wellingborough  ...  ...  1 

Uplands,  Hereford  .  1 

Baskervilie,  Birmingham  ...  ...  — 


Girls  Tota 


7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


41 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

160 


37  60 

—  2 

—  1 

1  1 

1  1 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

1  1 


During  the  year  a  further  40  children  were  ascertained  to  .be 
educationally  subnormal  and  recommended  for  admission  to  special 
schools. 


(b)  Speech  Therapy 

Our  two  Speech  Therapists,  Mrs.  A.  Cooper  and  Mrs.  B.  Cooper; 
have  worked  throughout  the  year  on  a  part-time  basis,  their  joint 
sessions  forming  the  equivalent  of  one  full-time  Speech  Therapist. 

In  January,  1961,  56  children  were  receiving  treatment  and  a 
further  141  commenced  treatment  during  the  year,  92  children  were 
discharged.  A  total  number  of  210  children  received  treatment  during 
the  year  and  105  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Speech  Therapists  have  continued  to  give  treatment  in  a  few 
schools  from  which  parents  experience  difficulty  in  bringing  children 
to  the  clinics. 

Of  the  children  treated  during  1961,  49  had  a  stammer,  138  had 
dyslalia,  6  had  cleft  plate  and  17  had  miscellaneous  defects.  The 
total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Littleton  Street,  Field  Road  and 
Beechdale  Clinics,  and  including  work  in  schools  was  2,467. 

Some  29  primary  schools  have  been  visited  during  the  year  and, 
consequently  the  waiting  list  for  treatment  has  again  become  extremely 

long- 
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Parental  co-operation  was  good  on  the  whole  and  337  parents 
attended  the  Clinics  for  interview.  Speech  therapy,  however,  usually 
necessitates  weekly  attendances  for  a  long  period,  together  with  daily 
exercises  which  parents  are  required  to  supervise  at  home  and, 
inevitably,  some  children  grow  weary  and  fail  to  complete  the 
treatment. 


(c)  Child  Guidance 

Our  arrangement  with  West  Bromwich  Local  Education  Authority 
has  continued  and  their  Educational  Psychologist  and  Pyschiatric 
Social  Worker  have  conducted  a  weekly  session  at  the  Beechdale 
Clinic  in  Walsall.  Unfortunately,  due  to  shortage  of  staff,  it  has  not 
been  found  possible  to  resume  twice  weekly  sessions. 

Children  requiring  to  see  the  Psychiatrist  or  regular  play  therapy 
have  continued  to  attend  the  West  Bromwich  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

A  total  of  39  children  received  treatment  during  the  year. 


3.— PUPILS  EXAMINED 
Heights  and  Weights 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  all 
pupils  medically  examined  during  1961 :  — 


Number 

Height, 

ins. 

Weight; 

,  lbs. 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

New  Entrants  (54-) 

593 

546 

43.8" 

43.4" 

44.3 

43.4 

Children  born  in  1952 

510 

483 

51.6" 

51.4" 

64.8 

64.6 

Children  born  in  1951 

224 

198 

52.5" 

52.2" 

66.2 

66.9 

Children  born  in  1950 

549 

579 

54.5" 

55.8" 

76.8 

78.6 

Children  born  in  1947 

676 

678 

63.3" 

62.0" 

112.8 

111.9 

Children  bom  in  1946 

349 

333 

64.4" 

62.1" 

117.9 

111.7 

The  average  heights  and  weights  of  school  children  continues  to 
show  a  general  slight  increase  with  the  exception  of  children  born  in 
1946.  In  this  age  group,  whilst  heights  are  slightly  greater  compared 
with  1960,  the  weight  of  boys  has  increased  by  2.8  lbs  and  the 
weight  of  girls  has  decreased  by  2  lbs. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  last  decade,  heights  and  weights 
of  school  entrants  have  increased  by  1.2"  and  0.6  lbs.  (boys)  and 
2.6"  and  2.6  lbs.  (girls).  In  the  case  of  school  leavers  the  increase 
is  2.0"  and  12.0  lbs.  (boys)  and  0.4"  and  3.8  lbs.  (girls). 
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4.— THE  WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES 

Vision  testing  has  been  carried  out  in  all  infant  schools  during  the 
year,  concentrating  mainly  on  the  six-year  old  children  but  including 

“y  fj1^**"*  whose  visual  acuity  teachers  were  in  doubt.  In 
IhJ/  ^Idren  were  tested  and  196  were  recommended  for 
Jdan,ce^  the  Sch°o1  Eye  Clinic.  The  response  from  parents  was 
good  and  82  per  cent,  accepted  treatment  at  the  clinic. 

Two  school  nurses  trained  in  audiometry  techniques  have  again 
conducted  sweep  tests  in  all  junior  schools  and  the  nurses  trained  in 
the  performance  of  the  Heaf  Test  have  continued  to  carry  out  this 
work  m  connection  with  the  B.C.G.  scheme. 

Duiing  the  year,  the  nurses  made  1,503  domiciliary  visits. 


5.— UNCLEANIINESS 

The  assistant  nurses  were  transferred  to  other  work,  due  to  the 
shortage  of  nursing  staff,  for  a  considerable  period  during  the  Spring 
term.  Nevertheless,  they  have  carried  out  a  total  number  of  50  239 
cleanliness  inspections  in  schools. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  uncleanliness 
during  the  Summer  terni  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  year  as 
a  whole  shows  a  definite  improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness. 
A  total  of  1,713  individual  children  were  found  to  be  unclean  during 
the  year,  a  decrease  of  291  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  this 
number,  738  were  found  to  have  nits  one  one  occasion  only,  975  were 

found  to  have  nits  on  repeated  occasions  and  127  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  lice. 

It  is  felt  that  the  improvement  is  largely  due  to  the  provision 
of  Lorexane  shampoo,  a  more  powerful  preparation  than  was 
employed  in  earlier  years.  The  shampoo  was  previously  supplied 
for  the  use  of  selected  families  only,  but  this  year  has  been  much 
more  widely  distributed,  without  charge,  and  has  largely  replaced 
the  D.D.T.  Head  Lotion  used  in  former  years. 

The  assistant  nurses  followed  up  this  work  in  schools  with  848 
domiciliary  visits,  giving  advice  to  parents,  and,  whenever  necessary 
assisting  with  cleansing. 

Head  Teachers  continue  to  give  every  possible  help  and 
co-operation  in  dealing  with  this  problem  and  very  regular  visitation 
has  been  carried  out  in  a  number  of  schools. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  report  a  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  scabies, 
44  children  were  treated  during  the  year  compared  with  59  in  the 
previous  year. 
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6. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria. — No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  Walsall  during  the 
year. 

1,733  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  1,356  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15  years,  a  total  of  3,089  were  immunised  against  the 
disease.  1,327  children  received  a  reinforcing  or  ‘  'booster’ ’  injection. 
The  good  response  to  immunisation  in  schools  has  been  maintained. 

Scarlet  Fever— There  were  69  cases  of  scarlet  fever  amongst  school 
children,  as  compared  with  121  in  1960.  No  deaths  were  recorded. 

Measles— 1,489  school  children  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
measles,  as  compared  with  32  in  1960,  but  there  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis— 4  cases  of  Respiratory  tuberculosis  in  children  of 
school  age  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Other  Diseases—!  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  among  school 
children  during  1961.  There  were  14  cases  of  whooping  cough,  6  of 
primary  pneumonia,  3  of  influenzal  pneumonia,  1  of  paratyphoid 
fever,  10  of  dysentery  and  6  of  food  poisoning. 


7.— SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION 


(a)  No.  of  Secondary  Schools  ... 

County  Schools 
Voluntary  Schools 

(b)  No.  of  Primary  Schools  ... 

County  Schools 
Voluntary  Schools 


16 

12 

4 

50 

37 

13 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


Nursery  Schools 

Reedswood  Park  Day  Special  School  for  60  pupils. 

Beacon  Residential  School  for  80  Educationally 
Subnormal  Boys. 


(f)  Castle  Day  Special  School  for  160  Educationally 
Subnormal  Pupils. 


The  number  of  pupils  on  the  register  in  January,  1962,  was 
20,252  as  follows:  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools,  19,821;  Nursery 
Schools,  102  full-time  and  30  part-time,  Reedswood  Park  Day  Special 
School,  60;  Castle  Day  Special  School,  160;  Beacon  Residential 
School,  79. 
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8.— PHYSICAL  EDUCATJON 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  A.  J .  Spears,  Physical  Education 
Organiser,  for  the  following  report  on  Physical  Education  in 
Schools:  — 

“The  general  picture  of  the  work  in  physical  education  in  the 
schools  shows  little  change  from  the  previous  year.  An  effort  has 
been  made  to  assist  some  of  the  older  schools  with  less  attractive 
facilities  for  physical  activities,  to  carry  out  the  more  interesting 
types  of  movement  on  apparatus.  The  buildings  and  playgrounds, 
however,  limit  the  scope  of  our  efforts,  but  the  resourcefulness  of 
teachers  working  in  these  conditions  is  most  commendable.  It  is 
rare  to  find  classes  of  children  in  phyiscal  education  lessons  who  are 
not  suitably  dressed  for  the  work.  Although  changing  for  the  lessons 
can  present  problems  in  the  primary  departments,  they  invariably 
manage  to  do  so,  and  children  work  in  the  minimum  of  clothing,  both 
indoors  and  outdoors.  This  affords  a  good  opportunity  to  assess  the 
physical  condition  and  bearing  of  the  pupils,  and  in  general,  physique 
and  carriage  are  good.  No  doubt  the  increased  use  of  climbing 
apparatus  for  hanging  and  heaving  exercises,  is  largely  responsible. 

It  has  been  an  outstanding  year  for  successes  in  games,  athletics 
and  swimming  in  the  secondary  departments  so  far  as  competition  up 
to  National  level  is  concerned.  Whilst  one  does  not  wish  to  over¬ 
emphasise  the  individual  achievements  of  the  few,  we  have  had  so 
many  outstanding  wins  by  pupils  drawn  from  many  secondary 
departments  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  basic  training  is  being 
thoroughly  and  judiciously  carried  out. 

The  teaching  bath  at  the  former  Sandbank  Central  Kitchen  was 
completed  and  put  into  use  in  May.  Eleven  departments  are  now 
using  this  bath  which  is  capable  of  providing  a  weekly  lesson  for  over 
800  children.  Infants  are  just  as  much  at  home  in  this  bath  as  the 
juniors,  and  we  have  been  delighted  to  afford  opportunities  to  attend 
to  children  of  the  adjacent  nursery  school.  The  dressing  and  undressing 
of  very  small  children  can  be  a  problem,  but  voluntary  help  from 
parents  has  been  forthcoming.  The  valuable  indirect  lessons  in  hygiene 
and  cleanliness  and  the  need  for  the  sensible  clothing  of  children  are 
of  immense  value,  quite  apart  from  the  steadily  increasing  number  of 
children  who  are  learning  to  swim  at  an  early  age. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that,  in  spite  of  the  great  number  of 
children  using  a  relatively  small  volume  of  water,  every  check  on  the 
purity  standards  carried  out  has  been  completely  satisfactory. 

Normal  swimming  instruction  is  now  possible  in  the  two  Walsall 
Baths  and  the  Bloxwich  Bath,  and  results  are  encouraging  though 
we  have  some  leeway  to  make  up  on  the  1959  and  1960  results.  The 
new  Gala  Bath  provided  the  opportunity  of  staging  the  most  successful 
inter-schools  swimming  sports  ever  held  by  the  local  association.  The 
Gala  Bath  was  filled  to  capacity,  and  the  standard  of  swimming 
witnessed  at  both  Tunior  and  Senior  Competitions  was  first  rate. 
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The  awards  gained  in  1961  are  once  again  summarised,  but  the 
comparative  figures  given  are  those  of  1959  which  was  an  all  time 
record  year. 


Swimming. 


Boys 

1961  1959 


Girls 

1961  1959 


1st  Class  ...  43 

58 

21 

56 

2nd  Class  ...  155 

155 

88 

110 

3rd  Class  ...  254 

282 

137 

181 

Proficiency  ...  213 

244 

135 

159 

Learners  ...  317 

290 

276 

320 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1959  ... 

1,855 

Total  boys  and  girls,  1961  ... 

1,639 

Royal  Life-saving  Society  Awards. 

Boys 

Girls 

1961  1959 

1961 

1959 

Award  of  Merit  ... 

—  3 

. . .  — 

— 

Instructor  ... 

—  — 

. . .  — 

— 

Scholar  Instructor 

2  — 

. . .  — 

3 

Bar  to  Bronze  Cross 

—  — 

. . .  — 

— 

Bronze  Cross 

2  1 

. . .  — 

1 

Bar  to  Bronze  Medallion 

5  2 

3 

1 

Bronze  Medallion 

14  31 

...  10 

17 

Intermediate  Certificate  ... 

32  42 

6 

45 

Elementary  Certificate  ... 

26  35 

...  12 

38 

Unigrip  Certificate 

—  5 

. . .  — 

16 

Total  of  boys  and  girls,  1959  ... 

239 

Total  of  boys  and  girls,  1961  ... 

112 

A.S.A.  Scholars*  Awards. 


Boys  and  Girls 
1961 


Medallist 
Advanced  Award 


30 

3 


Total  boys  and  Girls,  1958 
Total  boys  and  girls,  1961 


1958 

23 

4 


27 

33 
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9. — PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK  FOR 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

G.  Cass,  School  Meals  Organiser,  has  been  good  enough  to 
supply  a  report  on  this  subject. 

1959-60  1960-61 

No.  of  paid  meals  ...  987,633  ...  1,036,428 

No.  of  free  meals  ...  220,516  ...  203,135 


Totals  1,208,149 


1,239,563 


Number  of  one-third  pint  bottles  of  milk  provided  on  a  typical 
school  day  in  October,  1961. 

Maintained  Schools  ...  16,613  (86  per  cent.) 
Independant  Schools  ...  508  (84  per  cent.) 

Kitchens. 

The  Moss  Close  Kitchen  ceased  to  operate  on  the  20th  December, 
1961,  and  has  been  replaced  by  a  new  one  at  the  new  Queen  Mary's 
Boys  Grammar  School.  Thus  the  meals  are  now  being  prepared 
under  much  improved  hygienic  conditions. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Improvements  are  being  undertaken  in  a  number  of  kitchens  in 
accordance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Menus. 

Since  5  th  September,  1961,  menus  have  been  issued  to  all  School 
Meals  Establishments,  ensuring  that  the  children  are  provided  with 
well  balanced  meals. 

Milk  in  Schools. 

The  Health  Committee  at  its  meeting  on  the  24th  October,  1961, 
interviewed  a  contractor  regarding  the  delivery  and  quality  of  bottles 
of  milk  supplied  to  schools. 


10— BEACON  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

I  thank  Mr.  R.  W.  Peat,  Headmaster  of  the  Beacon  Residential 
School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Children  for  the  report  on  the 
work  of  the  School  in  1961:  — 

“The  year  1961  has  been  a  difficult  one  for  the  school  by  reason 
of  the  shortages  and  changes  of  staff.  There  were  11  admissions  during 
the  year,  6  of  whom  came  from  Walsall.  Eight  boys  left  during  the 
year  having  reached  the  age  limit  and  one  boy  was  transferred  to  a 
Secondary  Modern  School  under  another  Authority.  The  pattern  of 
the  school  as  regards  age  range  and  I.O.  range  has  remained  fairly 
stable,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  figures:  — 


7-8  8-9 
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Age  Range. 
Years. 

9-10  10-11  11-12  12-13 

13-14 

14-15 

15-16 

1  3 

37  13  12 

14 

13 

13 

I.Q.  Range. 

50-59  60-69  70-79 

80-90 

9  29  38  3 

The  average  I.Q.  stands  at  69  and  from  the  following  figures 
it  is  noticeable  that  the  children  with  the  lower  I.Q 3s  tend  to  be 
among  the  younger  boys.  Thus  it  is  to  be  anticipated  that  the 
average  I.Q.  will  tend  to  drop  in  the  future. 

Group  A.  Group  B.  Group  C.  Group  D.  Group  E. 
Average  Age  14-10  14-12  12-11  11-11  9-11 

Average  I.Q.  73  71  69  71  63 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  and  more  the  tendency  has 
been  for  pupils  to  be  admitted  with  a  secondary  handicap  as  is  shown 
by  the  following  list :  — 


Physical  Handicap  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Eneuretics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Eye  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Epileptics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Speech  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Aural  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


The  challenge  which  these  additional  handicaps  present  to  the 
staff,  both  in  the  classroom  and  out  of  it,  is  readily  accepted  and 
much  is  done  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  boys. 

Regarding*  general  illness,  there  was  one  outbreak  of  gastro- 
influenza  affecting  32  boys  and  6  members  of  staff,  but  recovery  was 
rapid.  At  the  end  of  the  Christmas  term  six  boys  had  acute  tonsillitis, 
three  of  whom  had  to  stay  at  school  for  an  extra  day.  It  can  be  said 
in  general  that  the  standard  of  good  health  has  been  well  maintained. 

The  following  list  gives  details  of  boys  receiving  medical  attent’on 
for  one  reason  or  another. 

No.  of  visits 


Treatment  at  Dental  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  84 

Treatment  at  Eye  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  43 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hospital  Treatment  (tonsillectomy)  ...  ...  4 

do.  (cartilege  operation)  ...  1 

do.  (plastic  surgery)  .. .  ...  1 

Cases  treated  by  local  doctor  (not  including 
outbreak  of  gastric  influenza)  ...  ...  64 
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In  addition  to  the  individual  treatments  mentioned  above,  the 
whole  school  received  full  medical  and  dental  inspections  during  the 
summer  term.  Audiometric  tests  were  also  given  to  the  whole  school. 
Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  continued  immunisation  of  the 
boys  against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Special  Services  Sub-Committee  on  21st 
November,  a  resolution  was  passed  appointing  the  General  Practitioner 
attending  the  School  as  a  part-time  School  Medical  Officer.  This 
arrangement  will  result  in  mutual  satisfaction,  as  the  time-consuming 
demands  on  the  School  staff  and  General  Practitioner  will  be  reduced, 
and  therefore  the  general  supervision  of  the  health  of  the  boys  will 
benefit. 

The  usual  school  activities  took  place  this  year  and  the  Mayor 
of  Walsall  was  a  very  welcome  visitor  to  the  School  Open  Day  in  the 
Summer  and  also  to  the  Christmas  Dinner  and  Concert  in  December. 
The  boys  much  enjoyed  the  picnic  outing  to  Chasewater  in  the 
Summer,  which  now  seems  to  be  a  regular  annual  occasion. 

It  can  safely  be  said  that  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  boys 
has  been  well  maintained  throughout  a  very  difficult  year  in  the 
school's  history7  and  this  reflects  wrell  on  all  concerned." 


11— SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  R.  E.  Morgan,  L.D.S., 
has  supplied  this  interesting  description  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Dental  Service :  — 

"The  volume  of  work  during  the  year  was  again  very  satisfactory 
in  view7  of  the  available  resources,  but  quite  insufficient  for  the  dental 
needs  of  the  school  population.  Two  dental  officers  were  available 
against  an  establishment  of  six  necessary  for  continuous  and  adequate 
treatment.  This  situation  is  general  in  most  parts  of  the  country, 
but  more  acute  in  the  industrial  areas.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
any  possible  improvement  in  the  sendee  by  the  installation  of  two 
new  clinics  and  the  modernisation  of  existing  ones.  Good  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  up-to-date  equipment  is  essential  for  the  development  of  an 
efficient  service  and  an  aid  to  recruitment  of  any  candidate  wishing 
to  take  up  school  dentistry. 

Dental  inspections  during  the  year  numbered  8,563,  of  which 
732  were  emergency  cases.  The  incidence  of  dental  caries  continued 
to  remain  high,  but  there  was  a  welcome  slight  reduction  on  last  year. 
This  v/as  evidence  that  the  policy  of  providing  annual  inspection  and 
treatment  where  necessary,  to  a  limited  number  of  schools,  was  bearing 
good  results.  More  pupils  w7ere  taking  advantage  of  private  treatment, 
due  in  great  part  to  the  shortage  of  staff  in  the  school  dental  service. 
There  was  an  obvious  tendancy  in  many  cases  where  treatment  of 
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no  description  was  sought,  that  children  were  allowed  to  make  their 
own  decisions,  with  parental  influence  on  the  wane.  Once  again  I 
would  stress  the  decided  advantage  of  fluoridation  of  water  as  a  great 
measure  in  the  prevention  of  the  present  rife  of  dental  disorders. 
Attention  to  oral  hygiene  appears  to  be  little  practised  in  the  home,  in 
spite  of  the  wide  publicity  given  on  the  subject,  and  the  majority  of 
parents  display  little  encouragement  in  the  matter. 

Conservative  treatment  comprised  2,794  fillings,  with  2,037 
teeth  saved,  while  extractions  numbered  1,043  permanent  and  4,373 
temporary  teeth. 

The  services  of  the  Birmingham  Dental  Hospital  and  Manor 
Hospital,  Walsall,  were  again  used  in  connection  with  special  cases 
involving  malocclusion  and  where  X-ray  diagnosis  was  necessary. 
Regulation  appliances  were  required  for  55  pupils,  while  many  others 
received  corrective  treatment  by  extraction  of  mis-placed  teeth. 

I  would  thank  Mrs.  Millar  and  the  staff  for  their  work  and 
co-operation  during  the  year/’ 


12— HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Leisure  has  become  an  increasingly  important  feature  of  the 
British  way  of  life,  and  as  automation  takes  over  more  and  more 
tasks  formerly  or  at  present  carried  out  by  workers,  so  there  will  be 
a  further  decrease  in  the  working  week.  This  can  be  a  mixed 
blessing  as  many  people  do  not  know  how  to  use  leisure  beneficially 
and  instead  of  leading  fuller  lives  and  approaching  work  with  a  new 
freshness  they  become  bored  and  frustrated.  It  would  be  presump- 
tious  and  near-tyrannical  to  mould  or  attempt  to  mould  the  pattern 
of  a  man  op  woman's  spare-time  activities.  One  has  only  to  look  to 
East  Germany  or  China  to  see  the  nightmarish  end  result  of  such  mass 
persuasion.  Nevertheless,  though  it  may  be  an  exaggeration  to 
envisage  a  Britain  where  the  populace  spends  the  greater  part  of  each 
day  gazing  at  television  screens  or  engaged  in  marathon  sessions  of 
Bingo,  or  whatever  pursuit  may  have  taken  its  place  by  that  time, 
while  automated  machines  carry  on  production  and  automated  cookers 
and  washing  machines  attend  to  the  domestic  tasks,  it  is  timely  and 
prudent  to  educate  our  youth  now  for  the  creative  use  of  leisure.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  competition  for  selective  school  places  and,  later 
for  entrance  to  university  and  technical  colleges  has  orientated  our 
educational  system  so  much  in  the  direction  of  mere  acquisition  of 
knowledge.  This  is  not  a  criticism  of  the  teaching  profession  as  its 
members  must  ultimately  supply  what  the  public  demands,  but  a 
suggestion  that  as  a  nation  a  deal  of  re-thinking  must  be  done  in 
order  to  realise  that  the  fruits  of  true  education  are  thinking  and 
purposeful  men  and  women. 
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A  more  mundane  and  day-to-day  aspect  of  health  promotion  is 
the  social  casework  of  the  health  department  and  school  health 
service.  Many  families  for  many  reasons  do  not  acquire  the  degree 
of  competence  and  harmony  with  environment  which  society  regards 
as  desirable.  Most  of  these  can  derive  sufficient  help  from  doctors, 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses  to  enable  them  to  function  more 
efficiently  and  happily.  The  doctor  in  the  clinic  or  at  a  school  medical 
examination  can  do  much  that  is  beneficial  in  this  field,  the  school 
nurse  and  health  visitor  by  their  combined  efforts  can  discuss, 
persuade  and  encourage  in  the  home  itself.  In  many  cases,  the 
improvement  in  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  family  is  striking. 
There  remains  a  group  which  does  not  respond  to  these  measures. 
Often  called  problem  families,  the  members  of  this  group  require 
intensive  care  by  a  specialist  social  worker,  and  Walsall  is  reaping 
the  benefit  of  having  had  the  services  of  such  a  social  worker  since 
1959.  This  work  is  long-term  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  marked 
improvement  is  obtained  quickly.  However,  reviewing  the  case  load 
over  a  period  the  gradual  social  rehabilitation  of  these  families  can 
be  seen. 

For  their  co-operation  during  1961,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Education 
Committee,  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff  and  the  head 
teachers  of  Walsall  schools.  To  the  doctors,  nurses  and  administrative 
staff  of  the  Service  my  renewed  thanks  are  due  for  their  loyal  service 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  ROSS, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1961 

PART  1 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  and  Assisted 
Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  (including  Nursery  and  Special 

SchooSs) 

A.  Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


Age  Groups 
(Year  of  Birth) 

Number 
of  pupils 
Inspected 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(F 

(5) 

(6) 

1957  and  later 

366 

366 

100.00 

- . 

— 

1956  ... 

1,139 

1,139 

100.00 

— 

— 

1950  . 

2,543 

2,535 

99.69 

8 

0.31 

1947  . 

1,898 

1,894 

99.79 

4 

0.21 

1946  and 

earlier 

682 

680 

99.71 

2 

0.29 

Total  ... 

6,628 

6,614 

99.79 

14 

0.21 

B.  Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment  at 
Periodic  Medical  Inspection. 


(excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Age  Groups  Inspected 
(Year  of  Birth) 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (exclud¬ 
ing  squint) 

(2) 

For  any  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Part  II 
(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

1957  and  later  . 

1 

10 

11 

1956  . 

8 

66 

73 

1950  . 

162 

90 

244 

1947  . 

95 

72 

157 

1946  and  earlier  ... 

19 

30 

47 

Total  ... 

285 

268 

532 

Ill 

C.  Other  Inspections. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  ... 
Number  of  Re-Inspections 


2,334 

1,111 


Total  ...  3,445 


D.  Infestation  with  Vermin. 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  50,239 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  1,741 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  orders  were  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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PART  l\ 

Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection  During 

the  Year. 


A.  Periodic  Inspections. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Others 

total 

Entrants 

Leavers 

a 

S  w 
.tj  £ 

5g 

A  " 

bo  o 

.s~ 

bl  tb 

5  t 

CT  4) 

O  t/5 

*?c 

:s  e 

3  F 

CT  £ 

A  " 

5a  o 

.e-3 

b,  CB 

'3  t 

O'  <U 
t)  07 

60'S 

C 

.53  £ 

-3  4-‘ 

o-  g 

41  u 

too 

u  C3 

'3  t 

CT  D 
<n 

;s  e 

5.  C3 

cr  w 

_  c 
bo  c 
-3 
u  w 

'3  u 

CT  « 

<U  £ 

*0 

Skin  ... 

4 

19 

19 

25 

17 

71 

40 

115 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

8 

19 

71 

95 

206 

142 

285 

256 

b.  Squint 

16 

21 

5 

9 

19 

28 

40 

58 

c.  Other 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

10 

Ears — a.  Flearing 

7 

5 

4 

12 

18 

23 

29 

40 

b.  Otitis  Media 

2 

14 

6 

19 

2 

26 

10 

59 

c.  Other 

1 

— ■ 

6 

— * 

13 

4 

20 

4 

Nose  and  Throat 

26 

107 

17 

16 

19 

196 

62 

319 

Speech 

5 

29 

1 

4 

5 

36 

11 

69 

Lymphatic  Glands  ... 

2 

27 

— • 

1 

— • 

23 

2 

51 

Heart  ... 

1 

8 

1 

24 

— • 

49 

2 

81 

Lungs  ... 

— • 

64 

— • 

27 

3 

99 

3 

190 

Developmental — 

a.  Flernia 

2 

6 

2 

1 

2 

15 

6 

22 

b.  Other 

— 

38 

8 

13 

4 

186 

12 

237 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

— 

24 

8 

17 

10 

73 

18 

114 

b.  Feet 

- - 

10 

1 

3 

1 

22 

2 

35 

c.  Other 

— ■ 

13 

9 

16 

1 

61 

10 

90 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

1 

3 

1 

6 

— 

6 

2 

15 

b.  Othei 

— • 

3 

— 

2 

1 

15 

1 

20 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

— i 

27 

1 

7 

2 

54 

3 

88 

b.  Stability  ... 

1 

43 

1 

13 

2 

60 

4 

116 

Abdomen 

— 

8 

— 

3 

— 

9 

— 

20 

Other  ... 

2 

18 

3 

9 

7 

42 

12 

69 

113 


TABLE  3.— continued 

B.  Special  Inspections. 


Special  Inspections 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

Skin  ... 

340 

47 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

88 

41 

b.  Squint 

17 

3 

c.  Other 

51 

2 

Ears — a.  Hearing  ... 

28 

36 

b.  Otitis  Media 

4b 

11 

c.  Other 

50 

4 

Nose  and  Throat 

144 

53 

Speech 

4 

5 

Lymphatic  Glands  ... 

8 

5 

Heart  ... 

16 

13 

Lungs  ... 

60 

26 

Developmental — 

3 

3 

a.  Hernia 

b.  Other 

22 

19 

Orthopaedic — 

7 

16 

a.  Posture 

b.  Feet 

19 

12 

c.  Other 

100 

19 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy  ... 

— 

4 

b.  Other 

10 

6 

Psychological — 

26 

28 

a.  Development 

b.  Stability  ... 

148 

54 

Abdomen 

6 

7 

Other  ... 

475 

33 
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PART  III 

TREATMENT  TABLES 

A.  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 


External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint  ...  ...  ...  50 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  ...  892 

Total  . . .  942 


No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 
prescribed  ...  ...  ...  ...  671 


B.  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 


Received  operative  treatment :  — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  — 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  73 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  1 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  5 


Total  ...  79 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  Schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with  hearing 
aids:  — 

(a)  In  1961  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  In  previous  years  ...  ...  ...  8 


C.  Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  Clinics  or  Out-patient 

Departments  ...  ...  ...  ...  581 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total 


581 
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D.  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

(excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which  see  Part  I,  D). 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

Ringworm — 

(i)  Scalp  .  1 

(ii)  Body  .  2 

Scabies  .  44 

Impetigo  .  116 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 


Total  ...  422 


E.  Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  ...  ...  39 

F.  Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
treated 

Pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists  ...  ...  197 

G.  Other  Treatment  Given. 

No.  of  cases  known 
to  have  been 
dealt  with 

(a)  Pupils  with  minor  ailments  ...  ...  ...  1,162 

(b)  Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treatment 

under  School  Health  Service  arrangements  143 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  892 

(d)  other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c) — 

(i)  Minor  Eye  Defects  ...  ...  ...  93 

(ii)  Minor  Ear  Defects  ...  ...  ...  22 

(iii)  Post-Tonsillectomy  Breathing  Exercises  96 


2,408 


Total 


116 


PART  IV 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority's 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections 

(b)  As  Specials 


TOTAL 


Dental  Officers — 
...  7,831 

732 

...  -  8,563 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 


5,398 


(3)  Number  offered  treatment 


5,115 


(4)  Number  actually  treated 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

(6)  Half  days  devoted  to :  — 

(a)  Periodic  (School)  Inspection  ... 

(b)  Treatment 

TOTAL  . 


2,819 

4,209 


44 

727 

- 771 


(7)  Fillings:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  .. 
Temporary  Teeth  .. 
TOTAL 

(8)  No.  of  teeth  filled:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  .. 
Temporary  Teeth  .. 

TOTAL 

(9)  Extractions:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  .. 
Temporary  Teeth  .. 
TOTAL 


2,794 

25 

- 2,819 


2,037 

22 

-  2,059 


1,043 

4,373 

- -  5,416 


(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

(11)  Orthodontics:  — 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year  ... 

(b)  Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  .. 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year 

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  year  ... 

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances 

(f)  Removable  appliances  fitted  .. . 

(g)  Fixed  appliances  fitted 

(h)  Total  attendances 

(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  teeth  .. 

(13)  Other  operations:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

totAl  . 


2,198 

55 


11 


351 

62 

-  413 


